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Race Prejudice Can Best Be
Combatted Through Endnvnduaﬂ
Effort Dedares Walter A: Mdy

-_ Walter A.. ’\éay' head: or the May
"Drug Company and orie. of [ Pitts-
burgh’s Ieauing phﬂant’nmpxsts, “toid
2 reportm‘ of The Courier last weel,
#1 have ‘a‘ theory that race prejudice
can be combatted best” through. indi-
bvidual; action, <*I do not have time to
develop this .idea.. But there is- still
th& need of concerted action for an
orgamzatlon thdt “can ‘speak. with au-
thority - for- the -group. affected. In
volcing - ‘the needs of.a group, as well
ns its aspirations; it must offer sane
advice and; not merely.protests.”
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i Lher, Mrs _Kizzia'"  Johnson. of
{-mtsville,” Ala,. The gtiests present
ére the Mesdameés Q. Hetry, Jennie
Aashingio®, Smith,! King, Johnson, |
Negroes “of “Gréater InTtsbuign nuve
needs. which .the caommunity, o
F whole should know, such” needs can
be px&sented only througb: an ac-
credxted orgamza.twn The. busicess
“and” professional mén’ express their
 views through: the Clmmbel of- Com-
| merce; the Tawyers speak through the
 Bar Assoclatlon of Aixeghexxy County;
‘tHa physiclans -through the Allegheny
County Medical Association; labor
has its loeal organizaticn; Jewish: so-

N

cinl “endeavor is - expressed . through

the Fede“ation of Jewish Philamhro—

‘pieB; so too, other denominetions ana
interestg umte in some orgamization.
-“In order to be eiIectlve the Ne.'

groea must have ‘an organization of
their-own. If the Urban Leigue is to
satisfy this need,.it must be ready .to
answer. any challengn &s ‘{0 its right
‘ta speak for the group, but the- only
answer . that would” be convinclng
'would be that it has a membership
numhered by the thousands and not
by huadreds and that these members
show :their 'confidence .by voluatarily
assessing -themselves - with member-
ship. dues to carry on the” work
- “Every_ intelligent mar- . ., woman.
of the Negro race "whe m -able 'to
‘spare from $1 to $100 a year is urged:
to give this support to the ‘Urban
League. Whether the. Urbin League
is to continue to extend its. useful-
ness in’this community will be deter-
mined  sofely by the number of mem-
bers who enroll themselves each year.
There is no other means of knowing
whether your raecial- needb are being
interpreted colrecth or vwhether sat-
isfactory resulis are bemg obtained.”
Mr. May was the first president of
the |Pittsburgh Urban  League and’
served in that capal('lty for three con’

‘of her parents N Rebecra M‘uzon
matron of honor, . appeared in. green
taifeta  with sil lace 7, ttimming-
Miss Laucille Marthf of St Augustine,

I el T a2 e f et d wa eaay Sr
2 most substantial |contributor to the
work and. his interpst has ‘brought_ to.
the League the su port’ of many fine
spirited white pers ns,

As an_evidence hat Mr.: \Ia} fully
comprehends the - ecessity for such
an_organization as{the¢ Urban League
in Pittsburgh the fpllowing sntement
made over two years agoe shows his
keen ineight into the problems con-,
trontmg the Negro|in community life
in the Pittsburgh district 'and the ne-

ceqsny for, jadxclous handlmg “of cor-
rective measures for the best good of
ali concerned Mr.” May's statefhent
follows:

“Some twelve million Negroos in
the United States constitute a fact;
some fifty thousand ia Pittsburgh con-
stitute 'a fact; some sixty thousand
passing through our railroad.stations
in the past five years constituté a
fact; thirty-three thousand Negro mi-
grants settling in the Pittsburgh dis-
trict cénstitute a fact. Lack of un:
derstanding, or - training . for - the
changed environment on the part of
the Negro migrant isivery generslly:
#z-fact; inadequate housing™is .a fact.

. “Upon these facts certain- factors
can be brought to bear: Educational
obportunity, through church, scheol
and . neighboghood, is " an u'nporta'np
factor; the quaht}\ of education. &t
forded is' a tactor; opportunity for
wholesome -recreation is a tactur the
conditions of industry e~
of these facts and welj 11 sayl
more are Turdamay the Jolly dourna)-
Leslth of they: ? !
mal effer” , E : s

Uit snts Auxiliary.

K u’fﬁ\f’fﬁ“?ﬂng of the Western Iiis.

trict of - »,,Iu‘*;gs Auxiliary, held- De-

comber: 7,- 3o .
Mrs.

“Redx e gy

1

econonnc lifa,” T’heml ur -L1m mask‘{
say -thati the’ customary UDpgx._ S ovie |
corded thg Negro is unfair. The’ k’r—1
ban Lea"’ue 8ays. this also,-but in aad-
dition-it ‘says, it is urmise; it 18 cost-
1y, it is wasteful”, -

Here are some.of the' things the Ur—‘
ban Leagu€ asks: referred to_it—per-|
sons aqhing ‘you for financial:. assl:t"
ance, "needing -relief;, such a': food,-:
clothing or coal;’ ewcomers 'seeking
lost relatives ‘or'friends; iudi\ddu.zls|
needing :clinical or Hospital cdre; -ba-!
bies looking for home or homes look-
ing for babies to adopt; lodgers look-|
ing for rooms or families looking for|
lodgerv persons. needing assistance
in getting transport.ation to relativas;-
persons having difficulties not neces- :
sarily- requiring legal advice; persons,
needing .jobs—the. State Employmeant ;
Burean occupies adjoining offices; for |
information sbout clubs, ‘churches, or '
any data concerning the Negro in the-
Pittsburgh .district. The Urban
League  assists directly in ‘adjusting
only a few of the above kinds of
cases, but it maintains close co-opera-
tion with the -socigl and. industrial
channels through which it can get the
best and -quicKest results and will ad-
vise 5ou of what is done mth the

‘cases referred to it.. : :

It is natural to =vant to help in such
¢ases,, but oftimes more harm ‘than
good . is sccomplished.

" The annual *Rownd-Up” ior mem-

bershlps and contnbutions for - the
Leagie.in a,. county-wide canvass ‘of
every Negro home to help in the .sup-
port of a larger program for 194"3 will
‘be ‘held from January- 25 to 27 inclu-
sive. The goal set for.Negroes In this
drive 'is '35,000. M. Clark, the execu-
tive ;emehn ‘says ‘that he. would
like ‘to have 300 ‘more- workers .and
requests that persons - interested be
kind enough' to get in touch with the
League at once,:
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