NEGRO WORKER IN PITTSBURGH

to the Graduate School of the University of Pitts-

rtial fulfillment of the requirsments for the de-

Arts by ~---

Abram Lincoln Harris, Jr.




TEE NEW NEGRO WORKER IN PITTSBURGH

Introduction

3ix years have elapsed since Mr, Abram Epstein made a

purtial study of the"Negro Migrant in i'itts‘burgh."(l) Since

the

gration of 1916-17 which cailed forth that study, ime

migration labor wupon

ich the basic industries of the Norgh
have depended for unskilled workere has been further restricted

by the quota 1

of 1921, and increased producticn in these

basie industriesc with a boom in the building trades huve oce

> of thesa@ conditions, northern industries as in

fhen labor was scarce and productive demands

this demund for laborers, Negroes leit the Bouth for morthern

industrial centers in nuwbers wnich overshadowed any increment

gained by these districts from previous m g;ration.(z)

This present treatise does not pretend %o be an intensive

and comprehensive s of

the Negro workers who have migrated ®

Fitteburgh district, Itsaim is tc precent a cross-section of

the industrial, eivic and social problems of the colered workers,

(1) Vid, The Negro ligrant in Pittsburgh = by A, ipstein, Dept,
of leonomies University of Pittsburgh - 1918

(2) ™e bLept. or Labor es ed that 478,700 Negroes left the
South between Sept. 1922 - Aug, 1923,
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accantuated as they are by the recent influx of southsrn Hegroes.
But as some consideration should be given the causes that contri-
bu.e to possibly the preatest mass movement of a single folk in
history, we shall digress from the central theme 1o sketch briéefly
by wey of introduction these factors.

A study in the shift of the American population from the
rural to the urban sectlons raeveals, (1) that the urbanization of
the Negro population although beginning relatively late is prim-

arily and fundementally o corollary to the extensions of machine

Industry

7, on the one hand and (2), the lack of economic freedom

and the non-agsgurance of a margin of subsistence under the one-crop-

share system of the apricultural South. (3} These fnétors which

stressed either as economic or socinl in the degrse that the inter-

pre ion of fact variss with ilhsoretical bies, underlis t

odic movaments of the liegro people #incs the Civil War. Not only

hupg the movement of the rural llegroc vopulation shown ths presenc

of these factors, but the gouthern whites In their more rapid and
widespread change in rasidence have likewise emphaslized them. In

1910, according to the census reporis only 15 percent of the liegro

nide of the ata

population of the South was residing ouw of nati-

¥, as compared with 20.7 percent native white southerners. In

1926‘*:‘3‘0:)01"?,101'. had risen to 18.9 percent and 21 percent reepec-

tively.

.\
(3) Prof. F.S. Chapin "Soeinl Heonomy”, poge 104, sttributes the
povaerty of the South to itslack of accumlated capital, result-
ing from the eluve recima.

(4) Vid. Seroggs - Journal of Political Eeonomy - Vol. XXI
Page 1034-1043.




“aken by and large the misraition which has been goiag on
for the last 26 yoars is prinarily a city ward movement and
ingidentally a shift to the Northa. Ix. J, R. Commone racom-

nized this in 1910 when he said that although in 10 southemn

cities the proportion of the colored was almost exactly in
1890 as i1t had been in 1860 - viz., 36 percent, yet in 16

other citiss the proportion of c¢olored population incressed

5
from 19 percent in 1860 to 29 percent in 1890. (61 In a

8imilar manner certain llegro Students of the Negro migruiion

have cnlled attention to this much nsplected zspect of the

mipgratiions. (e) According to Honroe l. vork,editor of the

Hopro Year Book, the so celled mipration to the llorth s a
no‘vcmr;m‘of Hegroes to the citles botlh liorth and south, (7

Hr. Work points out that the increase of Negro urban population
in the South during 1910-20 was 396,000 or 56,000 mors than the
incresse of liegroos for the ssme period in the North from the
South of 546,260. It should be noted in this connection that

the paveity of manufacturing and allied ocenpations of tine south-
ern cities prohibited the assimvlation of the growing increments
of labor thrown off by the forms. (8)  paslure to obtain work in

the Zouthern cities oxr the payment of relatively low wages in

"am. ~ Races and Immigrants in America
Vid. Chas. 5. Johnson - How Much 1s the iligrotion a F’lt;eht
from Parsecution - Opportunity, Sept. 1923. {
7) Monroe N. Vork - Opportunity, "ab. 1924 -~ pape 41
8) The dominance of apriculture and the lack of corrasg nndm_z
industrial processes is emphaclized by kr. » Emith, ‘&,
outhern planter as the iounth's grentest handicap - !n;—ld'
vk, Jan 1924.

mde

places where work was to be had, meant that upon the occurrence

of labor chortoges in the liorth in 1916-18 when thousands of
foreigners forsook imerican indusirles to join their brothers
in amms; or in 1922-27 when the foreign labor market was cut off

by the immigration law after recovery from depreseion the Negro

readily responded to the call of norithern industriee, realiz
that in answering it he simultaneously secursd for himeelf &
suraer economic position and advanced & step toward social well-
being.

The movemsnt of Negroes to the Noxth is not to the whole

section but to the main industrial dis

ricts. It is etriking
that 73.4 percent of the lNegro populatior of the Norsh or

1,139,505 ie living in ten industrinl districts as follo'.'»'e:rg)

Indianapolis District -—-—- --47,5560
Datroit-TQledo e T 55,918
Clevslsnd-Younpstown " e 8,850
{ansas City o
Pittsburgh ik

Colwabus=-Cincinnati "

St.Touis R RN S ARSI 102, 607
Chicago L S e 31,580
Philadelphia 3 Sl 248,343

New York B --251,340

Total for 10 Dictricts -15139,506

(9) Vid. Monrove W. Work - Opportunity, February 1924 Page 41.



That this tondency to cluster about a few industrial centers
carries in its wake a chain of housing, health, vice and crime
problems and sets up new inter-rocial suspicicns and misunder-

gtondings is a sane foracast. MUay hap the srowing trend of

industries to eprend to the more thinly populated towns that

111 tend to decentralize

surround tke larger urb:n centers W
{he Fegro population which is now concentrated in a few large
urban communities.

Finally, whether the problem he viewed scademically or in
the 11ght of social consciousress OF civic pride, itse parallelism
to the technical daevelopment of the country and recurring vicis-
citudes of the economic ordexr should never be loet sight of. Fut
to further emphasize these econonic implications of the niprations

om the fouth would be to walse & wholu Bariss of

of liegroes

auestions involving inteneive +1pticnl snnlyses and thus obscure

an investigation of the

tha main purpose of the thesie, vi

menty - -
hendicaps and molad jus®,rorulting from the Hegro's sudden change

in community 1ife and habit csused by thie industrial movement.
"ho 2ittsburgh district, aus one would ba led teo believe by virtue
of ite complex industriul structdre and ite prest acceseione of
llegro workers in racent yenrs, presants in microcosm the social

nroblens of these newcomers to the industrisl lNorth.

R IN PIYTSBURGH

ohe history of Pitteburgh ie perhs as much involved with

the periodic movements of the Negro population ns that of sny

center in the Union. From the early deys of the Underground Reil-

1

road when Neproes clandestinely eought 1phia and Pitis zh
ae havens of refuge, t0 move rocent times whim gre .t musses of them
heve been hurled northward, as it were, by the concussiong which

iseusd ag the northexn Industrial system e¢laghed ngainst the landed
order of the South, Pennsylvania hus received its suote of Hepgroes
in fair proportion to the incresuses in othar horthern stotes. To-

d the cities of Philadolphia and Pitisburgh contain the bulk of

Niegro population in the stute. Philadelphia conisins 47 percent

of the totol number of Heproes

compnred with 21 of the totsl

stote population. Add Ritteburph and we have accounted for 60 per
cent of the Negro populstion of Zennsylvanic. (10)

iccording o the 1920 Census tables the Nesro population of
2llephony County, Pennsylvaniu, inexausaed from B.4 parccut of the
totel county populntion in 1910 to 4.5 percent in 1920 (see takle 1,
below for comparison). In other words ihe liegro population for
+he diutrict increaged in the decade 1910-20 about 1.1 percent in
the total populution. The significence of thie 1.1 percent in-

crease may be better seen in tuble 2.

(10) Vid. Abstract igsued by Dept. of Labor, March 1924 -
J. Ae Hill, Bureau of Labor Statistics.




fable I
orenmed 13,1 peraent durin the deande 1910=20, the Hegre popus

Diatrdbution of Fopulutisn dn Allegheny County
iation for the smme poriod inoreaned 62,2 peroent, Of aourse

Avcording to Jnoe (1)
thin phonomenal growth in Negre population 18 not in any large

mensure due 6o natural invresses by Inoreseed birth ratey but

Viann bar pareant nunher peraont
AL L9820 LLAIRO A0 1918 ALAL0
1,010,403 100,0 migrations of l‘_ru}-x'/ and 1942=23 and the

rathor to the mecasnlons of Negroos gained bthyowih the great

BT ¢ 1,284, o0 100,0 noremental gaine
Wi te 1,131,762 ' yU3, 043 9646 rooultdng Crom ohange of residenve by middie olawss Hegrxoew from
lojtro 34, 217 4 louth to Noxth during the intevim bvetween theoe mues shil'te,
S S S SER I The mannaer 4n whioh the Negre populs on 46 dietributed in

thiw distriot 48 aeen when wea mote thut out of the totul apre

fTable 2 population for the county (73,917) a Little over 70 peroent

ompurinon of White and Negwoe Fepulution 4n Live in the aoity of Fittabhuwith, That 18 to say Wt out of

Allegheny Uounty avory ten Negyoes in this veetion meven are demiodled in Fithew
burgh, Ceonnideration of this condition anablews one Lo envieiye
apulation opulatlon Lnoranne Farsent dnorenws the outset the intricate and bYalfiing problems te whioh
An 1900 in 1910 in pow, "
190 Um 20 AuEl & radioal dnorense and cennequent vengestion of pepulatien
(opre 19, Joo given riee) and with whioh we shal) hereafter have to denl in
hi te y 33,8 147,91 thin ensay,
In 1910 there wera 29,333 Uegroes in Fitteburgh ox 4,5 pay
oont of the odty's pepulntion (513,005 bt An 190 there weie
One would naturally be led 6 ovarlook aetual gadn An the
V7,785 ox Gyd perdont of the ofty's todsl populution, In othex

munher af Negross for the dintriol 4 we Lo leave our oalous
words the Negre population of Fittuburgh during 1910=20, ins

8 in e L, lowever dn 4uble 2, we have
oreaned almont 2 perecent in the tetal populatien, Hinve the

1ations meanddig ¢
whown thot althourh the preportion of white population te the

i tualdng of (he Ausat oonsus, there hHaa ocoourred poauibly the
totnl ar grentar than the Negro, the luter hae inoressed |

| irantest maas movament of Negroees in history, the migration ef
more Fapidly than the fermey, While the white population ine

(11) o Usneum 1920, WMol 111,




1922-23, As to the number of these migrants who made their
homes in Pittsburgh, figures are unavailable. However, in 19 . : only known vhen comparieons #re mrde between the incresses in
of the basic industries the number of hegroes employed in 1916 ) the white and Negro populations. "he total population of the
(2,275) was about 6,69 percent of the total Negro population city in 1900 wae 451,512; in 1910 it w:s 533,905; and in 1920
in Allegheny County in 1910; but at the peak of production, it wogs £588,343. The increase for the decade 1900-10 wns 82,
August 1923, the number of these workers had increazed to 33 383 or 18.2 percent; while the increase for 1910-20 fell to
sercent of the total Negro population in the district on the 54,438 or 10.2 percent. But in both of these decades the Nepro
bases of the 1923 census figures. From this analysis the num=- : population inersase was hipher than the per centape increase
ber of Negro workers over the period of 1310-1923 shows an for the whole population. 8 shovn in Teble IV the liegro popu-
increase of 26 percent in relation to the togal Negro population. ; lation incrensed in the decade 1900-10, 5.9 percent vhils the
if this increase be used as an index to the total increase . incrense in the city's entire population wns only 1B8.2 parcent;
of Negro population for the county there should be at preseni no and while ths total population inereased 10.2 percent during
less than 67,000 Negroes in Allegheny, fup, Work estimates that 1910-20, the Negro populntion for the sume period increaced 47.2
the Negro population for the district is present 88,273 (12). 1 i percent. During these decades the viiite population (see Teble 4)
Our estimate from the view point of his anulysis is very conser-
vative), Again assuming that this increase has been distributed Sabiole
threough out the district as the Negro population distributed it~ Diubeibutiontoliropmlazion i Bl tebyxsh
1 the pm:t(l3), thore should be at least 48,000 Hegroes Acgorilie o Maoes
in the city of Pittsburgh, This figure is merely an approximate . laes
tion and should not be accepted at accurate, For our A
poses here we shall use the census figure 37,725, =
White

Out of the total populatiion of Pittsburgh that part which N
egTo 87, 7260

is Negro is 6,4 perucnt“—” or a little over one sixteenth of
Percent

the city's total population. his seems & rather small propor- | Potal 100.0
1 - .

but its true significance in reference to the migration is White 95,6
1

Pitteburgh contains 70 percent of Negroes legro 6.4

¥ e 5 ¥
G * Based upon U.S. Ceneue 19

Table 3 - Page 0 o o
**Doeenot include Jupaness 10 and 1920, "ol. 11T

Indisn ¢hinese, etc,
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incressed 165.6 porcent ond 8.3 percent while the Negro population
inerensed 25.9 percent and 47.2 percent respectively. is indi-

cutad before, the lepro population was undoubtedly Incressed

Population

=10=

Table b
for Ten Eelscied

Pittsburgh

% owne

about

tromendously by the 19 % migration. Speculation sg to the

extent that Pittsburgh has Pelt the recent influx is tempting 1910 “‘hi“go —2'12 —ET_Q_;_E_Q lﬂl%ﬂ Ta%0
but accursie stetement muet await & new censua. Clairton 5,262 5,641 63 621 6,264
R",‘Lblc 4. Homestead 17,834 18,630 867 1,814 18 713 20,452
Increses in lNegro und ihite Population Braddock 18,930 2ot 19,367 20,879
52 the City of Pitteburgh N. Brad. 11,536 14,534 287 293 14,928
= Duguesne 15,476 18,190 246 817 19,011
morage s e o e leeesportl?, 584 248 928 12,840 46,760

1900-10 1900-10 1910-20 e
hita 67,045 42,265 .52 14,674 16,594 28 114 14,702 16,713
Napro 5,268 12,102 a7.2 Renkin 5,599 408 873 6,04 7,501
Hunhall 5,162 22 24 5,186 6,418
enomenal growth of Pitteburgh's . Pgh. 5,585 52 528 5,612 6,027
Hapro population 1s likewles the cage with its satellite cities. hnkéﬁ?}h 18,470 3,877 128 484 18, 924 24,403

In gome of the ninor civil divieione the ilegro vopulaotion in

iod 1910-20 increnped seversl handred percant, (Hee Table

the per

In Clairton, for instance, the increnss was 986 percent; Homae-

comers to & city where prior te their coming un acute housing

stoad, 109.2 percent; Braddock, 74.6 percent; Duguesne 232.1 per

shortage nlwready existed; ond where no adequate provieions hnd
esport, 268 percont; Wcleee Rock, 396 percent; and

been made to house them. This bringe the discuesion to a point

Pitteburgl, 915 vercent. These Increaget are £11 the nore

g to how the migrent lives.

where some inouiry should be nade

gigniflcont when 1t ie recalled thut in most of these districis,
the liegro populution in 1910 wae alresdy about 2 percent of the

total.
* Poesnot include Japaness, Chinevc Indian, ete.




1 THR LIGAANT LIVES

et 1 of the living conditione of Negroes

employed by 13 plante operating in the Pittsburgh dietriet

revesled that there were over 2,000 living in boarding houses.

In two of theze concerns there were 2,000 more gingle liegroes
in bunk houses and campe. In another plant the gitustion was
found to ba as follows:
18 pereons in boarding house with car of 7 rooms
30 N30, lef

6
11
9
16
13 i b 2
Overcrowding is obvious in each of thess sbova rooming houses.
4Almoet invariably the rooms of the average boarding house are
g0 gmall ag Lo barely efford bed spuce. Ventilatlon is poor
and bething facilities inedequate. The moral and soci 1 atmos-
phere which paevades ihe bunk houses «nd camps is unwholesome
to say the lemst. One of the groatest disadvantages of the
bunk house is the sbsence of any semblance of home life. What-
ever may be snid of the sconomic drawbuocke and low standards of
14ving which conditioned the 1ife of the migrant in the South, he
at leart hed his individusl cabin which although rather primi-

tively consiructsd, afforded a degree of privacy sanitation and

fanily iife. liot o in the bunk house. 4 wolfars worker employed

by a compsny having 2 number of bunk houses and camps,eeid that
he had tried to relieve the monotony of bunk house dife by hev-
ing relirious eervices on Sunday, This was not much of a diversion
for themen and therefore soon pebtered out. \there recreation le
not provided gombling and trafficking in bootlag liguor v ith resuli-
ant brawls, shootings, cutiings end murders, ore likely to occur.
Gven under the best housing conditions ganbling flourishes in
the open. Vhere this oceurs, however, 1% i more than likely the
result of poorly policed grounds und bnildings. The mines operated
around Uniontown by the H. C. Frick Cosl aud Coke Company, prosent
a good illustration of this point. 4% three of these mines, houvsing
Pacilities were adquate to maininin a modicum of fumily life. But
in none of the mines vieited was there an orgonized raeraation pro-
only evidence of attempts at recreantion wera o large
barn like dence hall at one end of a road and & church ¢t the other.
Congequently on Saturdaye or paydaye multitudes of play-thirly men
£1ock to town Ffor smusemeni. Uniontown ; no comnunity center
where men may amuee bvhemeelvee under wholesome influences. It
does afford pool roome aad tavdry movies and includes the notorious
wCoon Hollow" The hot bed of vice, prostituiion and 111icit liguoor
and dope traffic.

The concencus of opinion omong Vielfare liorkere connected with
induetry ©o that the bunk house environmeni is not only morelly &nd
socinlly unhealthy bul mentelly depraseing; so much so that guicides
hove frequently occurred. During ihe month of July 19 two
gvicides occurred with in a period of three dnys in the barracke

of & gingle company. "It 1s almost imposeible”, eoid one of the




workers, "to maintain a high moral and hygienic standard in a
bunk house, ne matter how strictly supervised, Theft is wife and
many man will not purchase changing apparel for fear of having
their clothes stolen, As wmany as 5’0 men sleep upon cots in the
same room which is often so amall that occupante have to sit on
the bed to change. Bed linen is not changed as frequently as
negessary; nor is a general cleaning and scrubbing of the build-
ings a ¢ n event,"
In the Mill District where at least twenty-five percent of
tion in Pittsburgh is fcond, overcrowding seems
as when . Spstein de th& study in 1918, From
;tigation of twenty houses i g Hill District, selected
rendom the following thirteen casi are typical,

No., roauns in no, Residents no, residerts Total no,

{adults) (children)  of recidents

" &

O~3 oW

=

B L L b L s 10 1O 1S
P

~ N RN

O

fc- ClL ORI © 0 © O R
O¥O IO O BN X

Shs

I ‘2? 39

Therc were found to be 106 persons living in 33 rooms or roughly

4 persons to & room., In most cases there were two or more families
occupying the same house, usiig common kitchen and commen out-toilet
conveniences. A slant as to the conditions in which such living

with its absence of family moralg result is given by a social worker

who was called in by one nf the city school principals Bo look
jnto the case of a colorsd girl 12 years old. This little pmirl
hod besn esnt to the prineipal for writing vulgar notee 1o oSne
of ihe boys in her 4 It developed that the girl came from
o crowded home. The family coneigted of geven children besides
the futher, his brother and the mother; 2.1 of vhom occupy one
1ittle room locnied in the ¥ill. &ince their grrival to the
city thrae yeurs ago, the family hes had 8 yearly increuse in
number. At no fime during the illnees of the mother wae she re-
moved to @ hospitsl or even to $he home of snoiher family. In
this one room, the fumily sleeps, ents, ¢ooks and does its laun-
dry worl It i1 prest wondar that & child to whose ayes hove
b;«_en continually disclosed what should be the most secret and
gacred aspecte of human living, would be poseested with a mind
maturedly davelopsad in indsgency al 80 early an age? 0Or should
one expnct = high individusl nor:1ity from people forded to live
two and three fanilise in two and three femilies In two to four
room houses?

In & number of cazes some of the younger migrant wives were
making grent effort to keep thair homes cldsn and 1iveble. The
futility of their task moy be indiceted by & deseription of il
typical houses occupied by them.

CURIND BY MIGRANTS N THE H

2619 Bedford - Seven in fumily. Yive rooms at 830.00
per mongh. Frame house divided into four apartmente locnted on

a hill and etanding slons. XRooms are a8t leset larpe bul have

(16) Bagad npon caee investiguted by Mrs. 2.7. Gloxk, soeiel
worker, isecocisted Charities, Pitteburgh p 8-
th, 2




only open grates for fire and are hard to keep warm in the
winter. Toilet outside; ona for every iwo families; no sewer
connections,

24 Four room frame dwelling six blocks from the main busi-
nees section, (5th Avenue). Two roome below street leval with
small narrow window as only entrance for 1light and ventilstion
in kitchen room. No sewer connections. There £re seven parsons
in the family. Montl. 7 rent is $25.00

3. 2408 HBunice $t. - Very small frame house situated on

mud street high upon a hill, 7ho largest room is 9 Teet by 12.
$4x rooms in all, separated by wooden partitions. Toilet outeide;
no pawsr connactions. This house rents for $17 per month. There
are 8ix in the family.

4. 45 Arthur St. - Four room frame house which rents for $25.
per month, Thara ie no lighting syetem, One gpigot and sink.
Open grates for henting. Thirteen persons are living here.

5. 1618 Webster ave. - An old brick dwelling of three rooms
which rents for $20 per month. <here ara seven persons in the
family. Xitchen is on firet floow which is about three feet be-
"low the street lsvel. No water connections. Outside toilet.
“Without sewerage.

6o 16 Psachley St. - A three room brick house occupied by
seven parsons. Open grotes for heating. Outeide toilet. Rents
for $22. per month.

Teo 40 Roberts St. - Three room frame dwelling renting for
1#18. per month and cccupied by a family of seven. Outeide toilet

on front porch. Vindowe and doors stuffed with rugs and paper.

Wooden stairwsy lende to undergraund kitchen

8. 2908 Vincenne - Three room frame house. (ne of a row with
common wall. Xitchen is nine feet below etrest level. Outside
toilet but poor sewerage. =ach house rentz for 325. per month.
Fiwe in family and two roomers.

9% £2 /1lequipps Ste = 4n old frame house situated on = hill
too stesp for vehicular truffic. access gnined by wooddn siaip-
ways for three blocks. Five rooms in the housa. Thers is also
a ghed in the resr which is occupied by a fumily of three who
poy & monthly rental of $6.00. In two of the roome in the house
is a family of five. UTheir rent per month is $8.00

10. Center Ave., &nd Crawford St. - Two room dwslling anmnexed
1o brick building. Rooms are barsly large enough to sccomddate
bed and chair, allowing eufficient space for passing. Beck room
kitchen built againet earthen wnll with window one foot widsa.
Floor of house is one foot below straeet level and laid directly
upon earth. "his house rente for 33.00 a w There are six
in the family. HNo lighting or wnter I ties. Outside voilet
without sewerape.

11. 1215 ¥ylie ive. - "“wo room apartment in rear of brici
building which hougas several families. One room built zbove the
other. A common toilet for the whole house. Xach apartment
rente for #20.00 per month. In one apartment there is s family
of seven.

12. 237% Hashon St. - "hree room apertment in old framedwslling
renging for $20.00 per month. $ix in the family. Outside toilet

and No sewerags.
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13. 2600 Center avenue - 0ld stsble converted invo living
quarters. First floor is used by relipious sect. Second fleor

is devided into twelve apartmente of two room suites. =ach

apartment rangas from $2 to {6 per week.

14. ¢1x room house on paved 8lley six bdocks from business
district. Converted in thrse room apértment during recent mi-
grotion. Sewer connections. One common toilet. No lighting
gyetem. Ocecupied by an old woman.

15. Wabster Ave, - Five room house situated on hill; entered
by an unpaved'dug out" approach. Outseide t0ilst withk sewerape
connaction but no lightdng system. Seversl leaks in the roof.

Proquent floods occur in the bassmeni during melting enows or

\Pter rain storms. Occupiad by a family of eight. ts for
$#45 per month.

16. Pramebuilding monelituting three iwo room apertmentis on
unpaved allsy facing dump. ¥looring of basement kitchen is

immediztely upon the pround. alle covered with ald newspapers.

One common toilet, and no lighting fecilities. One apartment
contained eleven persons; all of one family. Uhis apartiment rents
for £20 per month.

The cages cited ebove are taken from & list of 30 homes
investigatsd by o soecisl worker of the Aspocinted Charities of
Pittsbursh. © A1l of the cusee which sppear here, with the excep-

tion of one, are of migrantg, either ihose who have come %o Pitts-

burgh in 1922, or have lived hare since their coming in 1916-174

=21=

It is almoet unbaslievable that in & modern city of Pittse-
burgh's size, one not only finds overcrowding but is able to
discover placee called homes which are without sewerapge snd
lacking in liphting and water facilities, /snd for these hovels
improvised by calculating property owners to mest the inoressad
demand for homes, exorbitent rents of from b to 6 dollars, snd
gometimes g high ss 9 dollurs s room per month are exacted.

Were these plague spote of disease and vice removed to the out-
skirte of the city ths herm worked by them upon the ciiy's moral-
ity and hemlth would still be sppreciable. But in their pragent
location, just ten minutes walk Pfrom the c¢ity's business section,
the 111 affect exerted by them upon community 1ife is devastaiing.
Some of these places might be condemmed as violatione of the bnild-
ing and sanitary code. But were this done, their inmates would
very likely be forced to seek shelter in other eactions of tne
alraady overcrowded city. It would be “"from the frying pen into
the fire”. 4nd despits the increased building which is likely
to occurs, judging from the typee of permite issued, fow low
priced residence bqildimcs will be conetvructed snd none will go
up in the congested aren. Or were o municipal housing proprasm
put forward or & model tenemsni project sporsored by private
intereste both would be confrontsd with vhe problem of obtaining
1and. In Pittsburpgh most of the idle 1land is now held for
gpaculative profit. i

That the city has not relieved the housing shortage may

not be reprehensible, in view of ite individualism and posses-




sion of typleal Americen bies apainet what is hare incorrectly
termed government interference. However, itSfallure to forbid
the rental of propertiss where the code is violsted &and to con-
denmn ns unfii for human habitetion, houses with underpround
rooms and bagemaeni kitchens, the settling basins for the melting

smow and ranin that drasin into them from ihe hillis, sre surely

gine of omission. ‘he city should certainly be condemmed for
permitting euch qnartaers sg the unhealthy Bedford Apartments Lo
pereist. Soeisl Workers and the police of Pitteburch are noé:all
unscnuninted with these disease and vice-ridden Tlats, or some

of the criminel inmates tesiding in them. and conditione in

these flate nre no bat

er todsy than -hen Mr. Abrahsm Epsteln,

moking hie study of the "Nepro Higrani” in 1918, investigated
themn.

Unti] overcrowding and forced habitantion of cellare, attloe

gheds be relieved by the construction of cheap modern pri-
vate homes for these new comers, 1little succese in extirpating

disasge, vies, dellnquency and erime can be hoped for.
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HEAT,TH AND MORTALITY

Sudden change in the commumnity life of a people or in the
climatic conditions under which it lives, as have been the case
with the Fegro migrant, will inevitable result in maladjustment,
particularly when the people who make the change are not sufficien-
tly enlightened to control the conditions of transition facilly.
One of the surest indices to maladjustment is an increase of the
number of deaths over bir&hs and a high degree of illness, The
increasa of deaths resulting from pneumonia between 1919 and 1923
signifies that these new comers have suffered exposure to severe
northern winters and because of their lack of health knowledge and
ample facilities for treatment have succumbed to the di sease,

An analysis of the mortalitv statistics fer Pittsburgh for

the past four years showsthat Negro deaths from infectious diseases
1ike scarlet rever, whooping cough and diptheria, while fe
portion to deaths from pulmonary diseases, {(See Talle (5
heluw), with the exception of 1919 exceeded the ratio existi
tween the white and colored populationsof the city., But Negroes
succumbed more rapidly to pulmonary diseases than the whites, hile
oné out of every sixteen persons in the city or 6 percent of the
total population was a Hegro, out of every nine persons dying of
pneumonia 1n 1919, one was a Negro; in 1920 two out of every sixteen
wereliegroes; in 1921, one out of every seven was a Hegro and in

1922 and 1923 one out of every elght was a Tegro.
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A certain steel plant in the district has at present
about 800 Negroes in its employ, Most of these Negro workers
1ive in boarding houses and camps, but there are at least twice
as many white men so living, The Emergency Hospital operated
by the company treats every case of illness(except serious ac-
cident) arising in the camps and boarding houses. In 1923
there were 118 cases of pneumonia, Of these cases 112 were lNegroes
During the first three months of 1924, this hospital treated
76 cases of pneumonia of which 71 were Negroes, The death in
each instance was low :;z‘mm.u:ule because the Negro nurses in

charge of the hospital gave the men careful attention,

The Negro also shows an incidence of tubercular deaths
much higher than his population queta should warrant. Out of

every si

deaths resulting from tuberculosis in 1919 one was a
Negro; in 1920, out of every four one was a Negro; in 1921 one
out of every six was a llegro; and in 1922 one out of every five
and in 1923 one out of every four werc Negroes.

The above analysie appears to conf‘irz.n the traditional belief
of the Hegro possessing some systemic peculiarity which makes him
more prone to pulmonary diseases than other races, Lacking scien-
tific information with respect to this we shall not attempt a re-
futation of what is at best highly speculative, DBut the exper-
ience of the Emergency Hospital in its treatment of Negroes pneu-
monia patients, to which we have already referred, indicates a
higher rate of pnewmonia for the Negroes than whites of this
community. This is beyond doubt due to the formers greater ex-

posure and inability to regulate his habits in accordance with a
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varying and severe climate, Howewer, the hospital's treat-

ment of Negroes shows also that n immediate attention was
given to influenza and pneumonia, deaths seldom accur.

The ignorance of these new comers from the rural South

where physicians are unknown and hospitals shunned, plays &

conspicuous part in explaining the high incidence of Hegro
danlths resulting from pulmonary disorders. The high death
rote here seems directly proportional to the relative atten-
tion that an ignorant person pays to a disease which manifests

itself objectively as e.g., by skin eruptions and so forth, and

a pulmonary disorder which he neglects as a 'mere coid'.

Thus the death toll of influenza which does its work very quickly

U = . :
is greater among such nAive folk, 1In 1919 the gro furnished

one tenth of the influenza deaths; in 1920 one eleventh; in 1921

one fifth; in 1922 one tenth and in 1923 cie ninth ¥
but one sixteenth of the population, The greater number of

these influenza deaths occur between 25 and 45 years and of un-

married or men away from their f
The number of Negre deaths for the city was 9.7 percent

fthsin the

greater than the births in 1919 while the number of
total population was 26.9 percent greater than tiie number of
deaths, In 1920 there was a decline in mumber of legro deaths
{see tables § amd 7) and a slight increase in births. The excess
of deaths over births in 1920 was only 2.5 percent or 7,2 percent
less than in 1919; while in this same year the total number of
‘births for the whole population was 39.6 percent greater than

the deaths,



In 1921 the proportion of deaths over births among the
Nogre had fallen condiserably. The mumber of births being 26.3

ant greater than the deaths, /And in 1922 the rumber of

d wisen 12 points above the mmber of births over

iber of

4 percent, The m

previous year, O

births over deaths for the total population for the sume year

(1922) was 46,7 percent or 5 points below that of 1921.
\1though the percent of llegro births over deaths in 1921

population 51.4 percent,

below thut of the enti:

24 »pu

increase, Iln other worlis the

the former showed iore ru

percent of Negro births over deaths inc points while

that of the entire pf 1 increased only 13 points.

f births over demths Tor the whole popu=-

or 1922, being 41.5

true of the o popuiation, The

legro's case hud fallen to

3 over deaths in the

points below 1922 and 13 points below 1921, The ine

d mortality in the Jttributable to increased

death ting Trom pneunonia incident to the 192
influx,
"he yirths over deaths for 1920, 1921 and 1922, evi-
¢ radual juostment to 7 conditions, a more stable
r 1 to i 3w of w the influence
that cont ed health caupaigns conducizd by social agencies

as the Urban League have had upon the nealth of thesec new coers,

Table 6

Mortality in Pitteburgh City for Specific Diseases
According to Race

Diseane V. H.

Infestionnl Disease
(Searlet Yever,
thooping Cough & 157 7 281
piptheria )

Pulmonary Disease 2,992 378 2,627

1. Influenza 732 74 420

2. Tubercul osis 540 97 429
Lobar 3

3. Pnewmonia & 1,720 207 1,778
3ron.

Cancer 498 25 383 28 433 18 502 32 434

Table 7

Mortali for all

1919 1920 1521 1922 1923
¥hite 8,724 7,428 6,472 6,766

Negro 778 831 776 759

Total 9,512 8,259 7,248 7,525 o

table 8

Humber of Birghs
mite 13,600 12,899 13,894

Negro 703 811 1,053 1,040 1,153
Tetal 14,303 13,710 14,947 13,724 13,969
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IBGRAM 3 i

MORTALIATY of SPECIFIC DISEASES ACCORDING TO RACE
PULMONAKY DITEAIES.

(HUNDRED3)

1949
Table 9
x 11z
White and Negro Birth and Ueath Rate
\

1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 Bl
Class thite Negro Yhite Negro White Hegro White Negro 'hite Xegro
Birthsper
Thousgund 25 18,9 23.4 21,5 25,2 28,2 236 2750172325 3045
inhabitants 1922
Deaths per 5 1 i
Thousand 15.8 20.6 13.4 22,0 11.7 20,2 32:3'29.% 13.1 26,1

Inhabitants o

\NFECTIONAY DISEASES
e

e e, R W

1§22

1923

COMPILED FROM DATA IN TABLE 6

.




CRIME, DELINQUENCY AND DEPENDENCY,

The old school of criminology which deminated 18th century

social philesophy assuned that each law breaker was morally

regponsible for the aame offense, From this followed the cone-
cept that all who violated the law were equally Quilty and there-
fore should receive like treatment for the same offense, The
nature of the offender, his environment or heredi ty was not a

matter of consid

ration, in this airtight formula devised for
the administration of mat lematically precise and blind Justice,

from a theoretic standpoint this 18th century dogmu of equal re-

aponsibility for crime based upon the notion of moral dertavity

shattered by the fin

1 anthrepology

and the rise of experimental psychology. But altho

vdern administration of justice has been humanized to the extent
of excepting the feeble-minded and insane law breakers and of

diserimi

ting between malicious and provoked e¢riminals, courts
are still fettered by lingering vestiges of 18th century crime

inology. Many judges feel that the sole duty of the court is to
determine whether a law has ¢r has not been violated and if vio-
lated set the penalty. Xt never occurs to this type of judse that

no two individuals have the same degree of power in adapting tnewa

lves to their envi

romment or that there may be a sequence of

hereditary or envirommental caua

which made £

& particular case, e.g., lack of educational O'p’po‘.‘:urni‘hics,puverw,

illiteracy, etc, Dut ignorance of the law exXeuvsees none, and

instead of penalizing a human being with reference to his indiviid-
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ual sociaml significance, the misdemeanor or deed is

How this traditional concept of justice works

1ified in the northern courts inte which are being
1 T kors gequent

increasingly great number of Negro law breakers, consequer to

the migrations, The fact that many of these new comers who

tg, @ g he £ South where legal
appear before the courts, are irom the rural Sou

offenses which the city makes punishable, are hardly noticed;

that there are greater temptations in the city, generally, and
that in the northern city epecifically, life is more strenuous

etitive than in the Smlth; or that these migrant law

breakers are generally

norant becsuse of neglected education

in the South, is considered only by few courts in their adminis-

tration of justice, Little by little recognition of these factors

is being taken, In suvme instances colored workers are being

A cases.

pointed by the court to act as an interpreter of

Until more of the courts adopt discriminating nethods in dealing
vith the migrant who comeg before them, the only hope of reduc-

1 e xerti f educatio in-
ing the Negro crimerate will be the exertion of educ nal

fluence upon the masses through the church, industrial ¢

vicen designed to stimulate

ces with the workers and similar d
civie pride,

a total of

During the year ending December 19
26,476 police arrests 3,678 were Negro ofienders; i.e., to say,

of the total number of persons arrested 13.8 percent were colored

and 86,2 percent were white, (See Table 10). Of the total
number arreated on charge of felony, 25.9 perceint were legroes
and 74.1 percent were whites; for sex offenses 20 percent were

Negroes and 80 percent were whites. Negroes furnished almost




half of the arrasts for gumbling; the percentage according to
race being 48.7 percent for the Negro and 51.3 percent for the
shite. 1In arrests for suspicious conduct 22,7 percent were Ne-
groes and 77 .3 were whites,

According to the type of ecrime committed, Table II shows
that of the total arrests of Negro offenders, 31.7 pcrcuht of all
cases were for drunkeness; 21,9 percent were for suspicious cone=
duct; 26.2 percent for disorderly con juet and 6.7 percent for
gambling. Thether comparisons are made be twe: the percentage of

1t among Negroe: and whites accoring to type of offense (as

e 10) or between the percent of total offenses committed
by members of the reppective races (ag in Table II) an all too

née of crime is revealed among the MNegro. The per cente

age of arrests for the above synes of offenses were higher in the
Negro's case for all except drunkeness The number of white of-
fenders here being 15 points above the Wegrou, Again, there were
few arrests of Negroes for sale and manufac turd of intoxicating
liquors., Of the tosal arrests of Negro offenders for all off'enses
only ,9 percent were arrested on this charge, while of the total
offenses committed hy whites 2,47 percent were for the manufacture
and sale of liquor. This seems to indicate that although Negroes
supphy the liquor traffic with a lucra tive patronage, as evidenced
by their high incidence of drumkenness, they take a relatively
small part in the illicit manufacture and sale of alcholic brever-
ages., The statistics from which this conclusion is derived are
supported by the fact that of the fifteen or more bars on ¥ylie

Avenue very few of them, if any, are owned Ty Negroes, Negro

AND PHER CHNE OF TOTAL NUMB:R OF ARARST

ACCORDING 70

NEGRO

(16)

Tumber zer Cent

Cherge motal Offenses of ©“otal Offense

liumbexr
56,476 3,67 T,

umber of errest

fglon;
Lurger
Felonions
Felonions Cutting
Felonious Shoot

iggult snd Battery
AESU] and Baite

Ty
Aggrevated Assult and Battery

gSex Offensas

Fornicavion and

Indecent assult

Zenping Bawdy House
rogtitution & Street linlking

ad lobbery

Highway Robbery

Robbery

Larceny

Zntering Building with intent
to steal

Prespasse and Dectruction
of Property
Arson
Halicious Mischief
Tragpase

Gambnng

Gambling
Keeping Cambling House
Vigiting Gambling House

(16) T am indebted to Kiss Lorothy Lowssn student in &
Carnapie Institute of Wachnology for compiling data in

NP RVO

i
<3

80.0




Table 11
Table 10
(Continued )
Tmber Tor Cent QNumber rercent
Charge Total 0ffense of Totsl Offsnse 10f total
Numbexr Jiunber
Disordely Conduct
Abueing nily 54 2 b2 '!ntn]. °ﬂ.'
Breach of Peace 18 1 | 17 e
Disorderly Conduct 3,671 665 17.6 2,916 82.4 X r ted 26,476 100
ping Disordarly House ?’h’x 56 220 Y
Visit ing Disorderly Houee 1,560 262 1,308 telony
Brench of Marriage Laws b:;fﬁ;,‘, Tatt : 2 7
Bigemy = a 51 25.0 3 75.0 Pt siiton RueTy. 17 5 2 i £
Lonioy 2 [ 38 1
Drunkenness 11,851 1,166 9.6 10.685  82.4 i bk 17 2
Assult and Pa
Lv"u.cioue Conduct = - =
Tarrying Concéaled Weupons 14 51 ‘:3‘;.1.:.‘:: Batte ‘?; 6 7) 4 l
Loitoring 24 232 e SYENEY, e - 30 2 20 .37
Pointing Firesims 6 £8.7 -] 773 Jex
Sugpliciouns Person 696 2,860 =TRaultery A
Vaporanay 5 c i ory 32 9 >
Vagreney 68 203 Fernication 17 i iijj'
FUESEI
Violation of Liquor Laws I:’,-‘fii;g“n {;1ta..tlxrdy 1} 2 o 2
~IiTeral menufacture S% 11000r b4 2 52 Keping Pawdy House 9' .95 1 158 TR
I1legnl o of lisuor 367 4 5.5 568 94.5 T 1tut: R e e 4 2 7
Violating Woner Aot 161 26 36 tf, P e et e Y 33 77
; S ‘ 13
Othsr Churges 5,660 320 5,250 483 ting Fawdy Houss 49 6 43
The:
Attempt lobbery 3 1
Highway Robbery 10 1
Robbexy 4 55 1 146
Larceny 16 43 =
with Intent 83 8
Zstruction of Froperty
Arson 2 2 1
lalicious lischief 16 12 B 14 5
Trespass 14 3 = E .12
G 7
ramhl ing 141 24
SRS i, oa LANE Duveo 33 392 10 - 6.66 s

Visiting CGaxbling Heuse 333 21 122




Table 11
(Continued)

0f sorderly Conduct

Abusing “amily

Breach of Peace
Disorderly Conduct
Keeping disorderly House
Visiting Disorderly House

reach of Marriage Taws
Bipgmy

Drunkeaness
Drunkenness

suspicious Conduct
Carrying Concealed Weapons
Loiterin,
Pointing fireamms
iuspicious Ferson
Vagrane

1 manu, of Liquor
el sale of liquor
oner ot
Narcotic Aect.
Violation of Auto Lawe
riving
f Auto Laws

Other Charges

54
18
3,501
J'zgé
1,560

4

11,851 44,76 1,166

65
256

13.85

3.28
10,08

14

6r6
8
(4]

£-3
19
265

52

17

26,26 2,916
220

1,308

.03 3
31.70 10,635

%

2

6

2,360
203

52
363
135

13

516
298 3.57
2,403 10,54

barmen may dispense liquor at the counter but ownership of tha
enterprise resides glgawhere,

Arrests for suspicious conduct were almost 10 percent higher
among the Negro than among the whites; the percentage for each
race was 12.51 in the latter and 21,97 in the former, A slant
upon this higher rate of arrects on charges of suspicious conduct
among the Negro, is furnished hy police policy #n apprehending
Negro law breakers, 'hen ever a Negroe commits z crime, the Hill
District, especially that p centering czhout ¥ylie Avenue is
combed and every suspicious and strange looking Negro is picked
up and carried before the court, lany of these ignorant strangers
hardly know what the disturbance is about until they are lodged
in jail as vagrants, Sometimes a revolver is found in their pos-
sessiof, Thus they are further inveigled into legal difficul ty
by an act which many fail to see as wrong doing but to which the
court imputes sinister design. “Three times in one week" said a
morals court worker "newly arrived members of the same family were
brought before the court for carrying a gun. All were peaceable
residents of a fairly orderly district, and in ne case were the
officers able tb make charges of violence or even threats of vio-
lence on the part of the offenders, The actual po3session of the
gun seemed to be the thing that was desired with ne that of law
breaking", While this explanation may hold good for a number of
cases, it cannot wholly account for the high rate offun toting®
among the Negro.

the experience of the southern Negro has been such as to

give him little confidence in the courts of justice. Consequently




whrn difficulty arises hetween his neighbor and himself, he

seeks a settlement outside of legal pale, very often resulting

in personal combat as his higher incidence of felony as compared
with that of the whites would indicate. Further evidence of

this lack of confidence in the law is the Jact that of the total
number of crimes committed by white men confimed in the Western
State Penitentiary, 63.3 percent were against property while o
the total number committed by Negro prisoners in the same insti=-
tution, 56.7 percent were against persons, This absence of con-
fidence jin the courts and the need for protection that these
newcomers feel, result in the purchase of firearms and ammunition,
The display and easy procurcment of revt‘)lvers tend to excite the
desire for them, which would otherwise become extinct as the new-
comers become adjusted to northern community life, A survey of
18 pawn shops on Wylie Avenue fyom Fifth Avenue to Fullerton Street

a distance of only ten city blocks, revealed that over 200 revol-

vers, 67 boxes of cartridge and 230 pieces of cutlery were displayed.

in these shop windows,

According to the colored social worker in the Morals Court it
is difficult to obtain evidence from the lNegroes who are broughi
befere the court. As this worker put it: "They will lie without
moasure, and when caught in one they will unblushingly concoct
another. This is not because the Negro is a natural liar but be-
cause of his shortsightedness", If ignorance were submitted for
shortsightedne the above analysis would more nearly approach

a correct interpretation of the migrant disposition and character,

Mony of these victims of the drug-net of justice bear unmistak-
able stigmate of feeblemindedness. In & perios of psychologieal
axominotions given to prisoners at the ! arn S Penitentiary
by Dr. W. T. Root of the University of Pdttsburrh a rnther high
deprae of Tfecblemindedness was found 1o exist smong the prisoners.
Some of the caoses were legrogs; and two of there were youths sorw-
ing lomg time sentences for manslaughter. Neither of the prison-
ers could tell enything about the city having been in Pitteburgh
less time than a weok, nor did either have Imovledgps of the law-
yer who defended them or ony eircumstances of the trial. All they
imew was thst they had bsen arrested chortly after nrriving in
the city; indi c,bad by tho police for manelaughte advised
the attorney to plead guilty snd sentences by the judge.
facts in the case apparently indicute that come one comitted a
crime and 1t fell the lot of these unfortunnte snd ignorant men
to satisfy the demands of blind justice.

The blanket indictuent of being liars made
will hardly ctand in the light of examinations piven some 0
prionsrs. These vieilmsof fate can hordly be said to possesSthe
ingenuity of a liar; rather their dejected countendnces,blank
stare, general slovenliness and slobbering mouths confirm ths

findings of the tectSwhich assipgn them to the category of feeble-

mindedness. Here are human specimens that bear the earmarks of

an environment of diuanao, unhygienic conditions, illiteracy incest




and oconomic handicaps 1o which a grest bulk of the Hegro popu-
lation in the HSouth hes been subjected for more +han a half cen-
tury. The exi zencice of the economic order have thrown these
feeblenminded poople along with their more virile kinsmen into the
midst of an intricate community 1life where many poreons who are
more nearly nommal fing it difficult to adjuct themselves.

Over 22 percent of thal otel committmants to tha lU'estern
¢tnte Penitentisry wore licgroes during the ten year period from
1913 to 19 (cee Mable 12). The years »f the migrotion, 1916
and 1917 and the two subsequent yeare 1918 and 1919, the number
bove the pravious you of the period; in 1920 there was a

drop; while in 1921, the beginning of o new migration and in 1922

o5 when the exodus had ronched its maximum point, there was 2

decided incresse in sommittments to the inptitution so on December

there were 1,199 white prisoners and 451 liegro prisoners

in the statle ponitentiary of the district. This}saimilar to0 s&y=

ing that a little awer27 poarcent of the prisoners in the peniten-

tinry are Negroes.
Table 12
Prison 1<.ecora_fg§_l-‘entagl_?annﬁzlveni_r_\'_::tuto Penitentiary

Received Discharged
White Black White Black
1

Population Dec. &1, 1913 - 666 a7
1714 - 376 E2 268 - 32
1915 388 o1 279 - 33
1916 %68 81 362 - 63

1917 - 394 108 564~ 61

1918 - 344

1919 - 419

1920 - 297

1921 - 659

1922 - 601

1923 - 576

Total 4,888

Discharges 8,691

Population Dec 31,1988 1197

Similar fentures of the liepro o e rate ag portrayed by
Bable 12 above, are shown by Table 13, for committmentc to the
Allegheny County Viork House. The highest number of coumititments
from 191% to 1922 were in the yesrs 1916, 1917, 1918 snd 1919.

In 1920 there wag & slight decline but followed by an increase
1921, almost me high ae the number of commitiments in 1917 when
the 1916217 migration reached its focal point. The highect if;ﬂi—
dence of committments to the Viestern Penitentiary oceurrsd in
1921 in which year the numbar of committments to the Alle
County iork Houro was higher than it had been since 1917.

There was a total of %4,559 commitments to the Vork House
for 1914 to 1922. Twenty cight percent of this number were
Nogroes. On Bec. 31, 1923 there were 393 whitos and 455 colored
prisonere confined in the institution. In other wor@s there

NoTe 60
were 62 more colored prisoners than whites in the Work




Table 13
Rocord of illegheny County \iork House
VWhite Colored
December 31, 1913 620 114
1914 4,566 945
1915 5,395
1916 2,904
1917 3,57
1918 2,569
1919 2,203
1920 1,104
1,960
motal for period

lin. in Confinement Dec. &1, 1923

0f nil the institutions surveyed, the Pennsylvani
Praining achool for boye and girls roceived the smallest quota
groes ap compared with whites. For the pariod 1916 to
> the committmonts ol colored youth were approximately 9 per
total. L% present 12.5 percont of the t otal popu=
lation of the school is colored. sind ot the Thornhill £chool
#or boye about 16.7 porcent of 4he totel population are colored
voutho. #» principal of ths school attributes the relatively
high parcent of Negro youth in the gchool to a number of feeb”a-
minded boys who have been detainad in the school because

this defect for & number of yoars. Altko the percent o.

quent Hegro youthe confined in theee Institutions is muck lese

than that of Negro adults confined in penal institutions, it is
relatively hipgh in proportion to the ratio of the liegro %o the

iotel population.

Table 14

Distribution of Population in the Pennsyl-

vania Training School, Hoxpe , Penna,

Raceived Discharged
fihite Black Vhite Black

Pop. Sept. 1916 438 &2
Admitted 1917 281 27
1918 503 31
1919
1920
1921
1922
Total
Discharges

Population Sept.l922 604

How then may the hich crime rate snd moral dnli“ru.mc;r anong
the liegro be asccounted for? L portion of erch may be traced to
feooblenindedness. 3But the high crime rote as chown by the prison
rocords is aleo due in part to the rounding up process which
sweeps innocent and ignorant strangors into the courts. Still

these conditions are hardly applicable to 211 of the cases of

delf%uency end oriminnl offonscs. Genernlly, youthful delifuency




arises from the following:

sing fncilitiesn

(1) Inandeounte c¢h inhibit domestic privacy

and thus expose the boy or girl to tomptations;
(21 Igmorance on part of parents in permitting young daughters to

work indiscriminately in the house where lcdrors are kepts

{3) Lack of repulatsd tional program and focili-
ties and
(4) Ualadjustment in school arieing out of retardation. Crime

\pponre Lo be eaused by; (1) Ignorande of the

amoig the esdulte

1 and dictrust of tho courtsof Jjustice resulting in & failure
to seek legal redr

(

ss for prisvancec ageingt persons or property;

Fousing congestion, (the boarding and vunk house) from which

@ vice,prostitution and crime; (3) Induéements tc crime and

delfuency - 2.g., display of fire arms in pavn chop windows; the

precance of sploons which opanly sell alsoholic baverages and the

ation hoages in the district; and

prevalenca of as
(4) The liegro's general ignorance and illiteracy which lower his

resistance to thece tomptationsand render hinm unable to ndapt

\ new and gtrenuous life.

mitied to the city homee and hoepitals

re po placed because of depsndency.

During the period the proportion of liagroes to whites almost re-
moined conetgnt. In 1514, 16.6 percent of the totsl numbar of

inmates in the ssylume and homec were legroes while B4.4 percent
wore whites. At the beginning of 1924 the Negro population wae

b percent less than it was in 1914. But in 1914 only 24.1 per

cont of all Heproes committed were pluced in the asylum as agoinst

61.5 percent of whitoe similnrly committed; while ot ihe bapinning
of the present year over saveniy tro porcent of the vhites and
45.2 percent of the Nogross are in thedsylums. This 4b.2 percent

is nlmoet twice the number of Herrose o confined ai the bLepinning

of the decnde period.

nable 15

Distribution

in 1914

Class Total gylum Tome Total
thite 678 639 1,317 51.5 100.0 84.4
67 18 37 24.1 100,0

Humber in 1924

Class

White 1,596 ¢605 2,201 75.58  27.42 100.0

Hegro 175 212 387 45.2 56.8 100.0 14.9
Total 1,771 817 2,E88 100.0

Dependoncy ig in a larpe mensure due to poverty which im
turn may bs resultont of a longichain of causes either hercditary,
environmental or poseibla both. Hrom poveriy is crime produced

and out of crime ie poverty born; thus the vieious circle. Add

illiteracy or peneral igno ace to poverty and crime and we have




THE NEGRO AT WORK

The 191"—17 and 1922-23 exodus of Negroes frem the Seuth to the
North will perhaps go down in history as ghe greatest and most sudden
masa movement of a single race of people up to the twentieth century,
The causes of this radical change in the residence of more than a
half million people have already been noted as (1) the liberation
of the black masses from complete dependence upon the agricul tural
system of the South for a livelinood, and tz), the restriction of
foreign immigration, resulting in labor shortage for northern industry
vhich hitherto looked to Surope for its common labor supply.

Prior to 1916 mineteen of the basic industries of the Fittsburgh
district only empleyed a total of 2,275 Negroes, Dut during the World
7a® when lgbor demands exceeded the supply, industrial concerns were
forced to import more and more of these black industrial recruits *

80 that during the peak of war time productivity, these concerns had
in sed the number of Negroes upon their pay rolls to about 246.5
percent, In these nineteen industries investigated, there was an

increase of over 5000 Negro workers more than the number employed in

1916, or a total of 7,885, The number employed by these industriesiniga3

increased to 17,313. or an increase of 119,6 percent,

A number of the industrial concerns employing llegroes first
hired them in the early 90's when strikes were quite prevalent., After
many of these strikes were broken, llegro workers were retained, Con-

sequently a few of these older Negroes are to be found in the service

of local plants as reliable and capable skilled workmen,

#®Vid, Abraham Epstein "The Negro Migrant in Pittsburgh " P.31

Table 16

Ho, Negroes Employed Dy Industries in the Pittsburgh

Employed

Plent Prior to 1916

District,

fHighest Number
employ ed
during war

o
pe

Aug

aployed at
f production

Carnegle Steel 1,500
(11 Plants)

Jones & Laughlin 400
(4 Plants

Westinghouse Elec. 25
and Manf, Co,

Harbison Walker
(3 Plants)

National Tube Co,
(3 Frants)

Pressed Steel Car
Pgh, Forge & Iren

Amer, Steel & Wire Co,
(5 Plants)

Oliver Iron & Steel

Crucible eel Co.
(4 Plants)

A, Byers Cp,
Tockhart Iron & Steel
Hesta chine Co,

Standard Sanitary
Mfg, Cpe

Port Pitt Malleable Iron
Yestinghouse Air Brake

Pgh. Flate Glass Co,
(Ford City 4 plants)

Pittsburgh Steel Co.
konessen

4,000

1,500

900




Duguesne Steel Foundry

Total

-46=

Tablelb
(continued)

275
17,313

3

2,275 7,88

“47.

The Carnegie Steel Company has employed Negroes in one of its
oity mills for more than 36 years, The Black Ddamond or what is
now called the Park Steel Works has likewise employed Negroes for
at least a score of years, But it has only been within the last

decade that even these plants with more than & arter-century expem

jence with Negro labor have perceptibly increased their quotas. To-
day in these two mills alone, over a thousand Negroes are employed.

On October 1st, 1923, the Fark Works was enploying 300, which is

to say that 25 percent of its employees are Negroes, The Carnegie

Flant, referred to above, was employing over 800 lNegfoes at che

same period,

Being first employed by the steel mills as strike-brezkers unae

quainted with the industry, the Hegro workers were assigned to un-

gskilled jobs, The capable few adually rose to

and skilled occupations so in the Park Works, Negroes

are noy seen Cilling positions as blacksmiths, foremen and open
hearth, (first and secomd helpers)., They are also occupying posi-
tions which require skill and unusual technical training, - for inw
stance, draftsmen, mill wrights, rollers, civil engineers and
chemists, Out of the total three hundred Negroes employed by this

one plant one hundred or a third are eng ged in skilled and semi=

skilled occupations.
Altho the Wegro has advanced very rapidly in industry, the vast
majority follow unskilled occupations., Heports from six of the in-

dustires appearing in Tabbe 16, give the following percdntage of

Negro workers classified according to skil}l




skilled semi-skilled unskilled,
(1) , Dercent 50.0 percent 50.0 percent
(2} 3:26 " 39.24 " F7.50- A
(3) 30.0 50,0 20,0 L
(4) - 25.0 75.0
(5): 2.0 - 98.0
{6} " 33.3 16.7 - 50.0

If the Yegro were distributed occupationally thru out the remaining
13 industries as in the above 6, it would be safe to assume that
for the entire number employed in the whole district approximately
60 percent could be said to follow unskilled work, 30 percent Qemi-
skilled and 10 percent skilled work. The type of labor required by
the basic industries is pre-dominantly unskilled, llany persons
c¢lassified as semi-skilled are not so ranked because they possess
technique in mamufacturing or industrial precesses; but rather be-
cause of their ability to manipulate a machine or control a proceas,
knowledge of which may be acquired by an apprenticeship of a few
weeks, Thus the hourly wage paid the semi-skilled worker is merely
a fraation above that of the unskilled, ~Por insténce, where the
hourly wage of the unskilled worker is from i orty to forty-two cents
an hour, that of the semi-skilled may range from six to eight cents
par hour above the unskilled, In view of this, Hegro labor in the

district may be said to pre-ponderantly unskilled, It would notbe

3 + 1 mekilloed
wide the mark to place the perceniag 1 L and unskilled

occupntions as 10 and 90 res ectively.
The 1imitations placed upon foreign immi tion by Congress

in 192) and the recent enactment of the Johr
almont complete closing of the common labor market of Hurepe upon
which northern industry aas de 8i | o 60's, hex re
industry's dependence upon the : g mains in labor crises
is greatly accentuated, 'hen the firat immigratio bill

duced in Congress, employers seemed moot ununimous in oppositior to
an act which they deem

foreign lat 1 ket.

accepted as pal of employers,

the district when questioned on the in ¢ n re

that he Telt it a good thing and knew o

T

no emplayor

chare the same feeling, He said that the restriction of

coming to this country, would keep out mamy discontients

former occasions, may foment intemgeine strife in /wmericon industrid
1ife, This loyer further hold that his industry could get along
very well without foreign labor in as much as it hus learned to use
the Negro who shows 1little susceptibility to radical doctrines and
who because of his southern tutel , is more amenable to discipline

than the foreigner, If this attitude is repraesentative of the

employers in the district a basis is furnished for an eskimate of

the future role, lNegro labor will pley in industry. It does not
appear, as is being prophesied by a number of economic determinists

that the Negro's introduction to machine production will awaken in
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him a spontaneous outburst of economic clase consciousness. Con-
trary to such a forecast, there are indications that the psycholosi-
cal attitudes inherited by the Negro from the slave regime persist
and motivize the thoupghis and asctione of the preat maeees of south-
ern black folk; and those persons who snticipate eny ready cuicken-
ing and cryetallization of ecconomic clase consciousness on the

part of these newly initiated industrisl wepe-earners ere suffering
illusione. Purtharmors the liegro's preveilinge individuslism re-
sulting from hie experisnce as an cpricult#ral peasant will in all
1ikelihood be etrensthened by the stupid exclusion policy of

white-unionism and by individual bargaining in the open chop indue-

of the n

tries where industrial recruits sre being slowly

rding to individual merit and =bility. Theee psycho=-

advanced ac

o
a

which the economic radicals ignore, render ground=

lculations of an immedinte future participation in

the class strurgle by these new Negro workers.

imploying interest have pruged the above mentioned chawracteris-
tic ag a “avorable attribute of the Negro worker, which redowng
to their advantoge in its presarvation of industrisl trenouility.

But the employer's gppraising ledger is not without its debit eide.

"The Negro", saild one employer, "ie by nature unindustrious and his
monthly labor turnover is higher than that of other workers. The
Souihern Negro is lese reliasble then the northern". In the opin-

ion of enother, "the Negro's besetting sin is his dssire to collect

what he hag =sarned juet as soon as the days work is done. He is
eneily discourmged and dossnot ssem to understend the meaning of
punctiality ocnd attention 1o petily deteils."” Thie leet employer

however, s2id that he saw no diffeence in the labor turnover of

ds3e

of the Negreo and that of other race groups employed by !

superintendent in a large steel plant said that he was pers

adverse to hiring southern Hegroes, "In general, sdid this
intendent, when a good man the Negro is exceptionally good but

when poor is dammed poor" And finally another employer's estimate

of the Negre worker was that he works best when broke

nachinist because of his lack of

makes a

and aversion to attending the minute details for which ti

work calls; but that the Negro's 1 1ty to his employer and desire

to quit peacefully and individuall;r when dissati

are traits which compensate for most o his shortco

An investigation of the plants, whose employment mans
advanced the above criticiams revealed that where the Negro was

sa.

said to be un-industrious, incentive to better his lot in the plant

vholly to

was absent, Here, Negro workers, were confined

work and were not promoted as in some other plants where

mpressions upon the

r employers, In plants having a

=S

made favorable

ch positio

small lzbor turnover, Hegroes were found in

men, riveters, drill pressers, i keepers and shippi

The employer who believed that a Negro wae nentally unfiited for

"found

such a highly skilled occupation, as machini
a Negro chemist and at one time had hired a Negre draftsman, Upon
being further questioned he admitted that 1ittle encouragement had
been given to the few Negro workers who had aspired to become machiwn
istp; as an alternative they had been advised to become machinist

helpers,



At one of the meetings of Negro Industrial Welfare Workers (17)

of Pittsburgh the following criticisms mere advanced as Yeumployer's
deficiencies' in using and handiing Negro labor:
(1) Industries use wrong methods in recruiting Negro labor supply,

at
hey usually recruit Negro labor in the South, indiscriminately;

them a great
monthly labor turnover.
(2) Provisions are not made fof the stable liegro worker, that is
(a) Baployers fail to provide housss for the married worker's family
or for their recreation,
;pathy is shown by employment clerks to the Negro.,
{c) MNecessary steps are seldom taken to ascertain the Negro's
point of view, and
are discr 1ated against in the matter of work assign-
ment by f @.8., in certain steel mills legroes are put to
work in the yerds in cold weather and foreigners at the hearth but
an warm wheather comes, the condition is reversed,
ers from fai¥ly inteliigent Negro workers to a social
zanization in the city gives further confirmation to
-3 of these industrial welfare workers, The writer of
. Letters attributed a high percent of the irregularity
sickness due to damp and bunk house life, He said that
the higl bor turnover in the plant in which he worked could be
easily traced to lack of opportunity for advancement according to
manifest ability, and to disease, vice and crime which endanger
the 1ife of the respectuble who are forced to live in bunk houses,

(17) Report of Negro Industrial #elfare Workers = July 1922.
(¢ourtesy Fittsfurgh Urban League

UNIONS

nhe Natisnal Negro Prees association at its annual meeting
at Nashvills, Yennesee in Februsry 1924, issued a public state-
ment expressing opposition o the liepro's entrance into the trade
unions es A mesng of roieing his economic stendard in industry.
The resolutions adopied ULy the convention pleced trade unionism
and economic radicsliem in the same category =nd, therefore, called
on the llegro worker to remain untninted by boih;
his employer's confidence and esteem by Individusl bargaining end
competence rather thun the use of maee aci ion to =ccomplish econo-
mic security in industry.

Almoet simulteneously with the iseuing of theee protest =zgelinet
{he llapro's joining the Unions wae the atiempt of
Pullman Porters upon their ovn initisvive to organize s National
Pullmen Porter's T 3 : soon a8 the Pullmen Company
ncesded to apsrt of their de ds, the Porters urgsd by ceriain
influsntial members of their ruce, gave up their
project. Again, the ever incressing u
liine Workers and the recent formation of vwnions of hodearriers
emong the unekilled iispro workere in the building twades attest
the Nepro workers wukened recognition of the need for representa-
tion of orpanized interset in indusiry snd the lepro's effeciive
participation. in this repracenietisn as & purt of the industrial
orpanization. But despite these initial propressive steps token
by the Negro toward unionism, the liegro Prese association's repudi-
ation of i% eeems to typify the middle clase peycholopy which domi-
natesg the Nepro's thinking as it does that of the average Ameri-

cen. The sctfon of the associntion does more than reflect its ig-




Ending his letter rather cynically, he advised employers to spend

half the money used in recruiting Negro labor to keep it, and their
industiies would be found staffed with a group of efficient workmen,
unequaled in loyalty,

The seasonal character of many industries particular}y that-ef
mining, makes for unemployment which could very easily stimulute
futures unrest and hostitily among rather, docile worker, And some
employers are rather callous to the precarious existence led by
workers during period of idleness enforced by business depression or

The southern Negro who floats North in early
nd returns home at the firet appearance of winter when prodw -
tion slackens, dovetails adnirably with periocdicaty in productive
proces . Labor of this type is very cheap to employers, It pays
for its own transportation, i.e., transportation is deducted from

s‘.n'?'-cunt previsions are made to house these thinly clad and

earning
ignorant men, The dominant attitude which employers display toward

i« to be "Why make a vast outlay for their comfort when it
is certain that as soon as cold her begins they will return

South"? And it might be added that they will not be needed again

er boom in business comes with returning spring!

norance of the aim, policy and structure of trade unionism as a
device for collective bargaining in industry., It shows the nega-
tive policy of inane opposition to the whole union program and to
all unione, which race diseriminating white crafts have forced
aspiring Negro workers to accept. The apathy and now hostility

to unionism characteristic of the articulate Negro whose opinions
on public issues determine in a large measure the attitudes of the
masses, can be easily ascribed to the policy of certain uniong
having locals in the Pittuburgh district, of excluding the Negro
worker because of his racial identity.

During the war, the Thompson and Sterrett Company, & local

construction concern, because of labor scarcity was forced to
employ a mmber of Nepgro brick masons on a goverrnment construction
job near Pittsburgh. As the company was operating on a usion-chop
basis, Negro bricklayers had to be admitted to the union, When
the company took another job at Springdale more men were needed,
Negro union bricklayers were again introduced but this time the
white unionists vowed to quit the job if the Negroes remained,
The colored unionistsprotested to the International Fresident
who threatened to revoke the charter of the union if the white
members didnot proceed to work with the colored masons, However,
only a few of the colored bricklayers have entered the unions,
Today the Bricklayer 's Local Union has a total membership of
1,200, Out of this total only 18 Fegroes are members.

The constitution of the Bricklayer's Union provides that a

fine of $100 be imposed upon any menmber found quilty of color




diserimination en the jub.(lg) But the constitution also

8 ttion aleo pro=
vides that any meuber bringing = charge against a fellow member
which proves to be unfounded shall be punished as may be deemed

pI {19 o \ Py
proper, 9) The effect of this provision is that it makes colored

unionists extremely aareful and reluctant about ci irging fellow

white wo

#ith color discriminction even .yher it : ctually

oeccurs, On certain oce

ons white unionic ¢ quit jobs upon

the entrs

ce o gro unionists. Upon being asked s to why they

were quitting the reply came that man was free to quit a job

wever he felt so

al t0 work in such an

vent

zannot be interpre

d upon a constitutional basis o3 coler

rimination, lthough the motive was congealed in these cases
the act wee tantamewrtto diserimnation, Discrimination gecompli
minat. TR )

ed comertly hus gs off

> results as open rofusal te work with

Hegroes. ‘orcmen very easily scent the paychology of the quitters

consequently hesitat h X
uently hesitate to hire Negro workers,the presence of

i1l possibly disrupt the working staff

One Neg

r of the Brick

rorat’ 1
era' Union held Negro masons

rimnation, This mon has been in the
locol union for three years, He said that Negre masons in t
1t Negro masons 00

iany inctapces, fear that their prac

2nee on a job, where there are

no

roes en

ployed, will be obnoxious to the whites, jo they re-

fra from seeling e
in from seeking emplayment on jobs where they do not see some

ferre 2t 13
Megro 2t work, Im this unionists opinion the Negro's fear-complex

\133 "‘;‘iciﬂ.-: and Iastorer's Conutitution and iules p.66
3. 3 Article 3 - page 58, Pricklayer's uon:xtifntim‘z:

increases the prejudice and hostility of white worker, umccus=

tomed as they are to working with him,
The carpenter's union has a total of 25 locals in the dis-

trict and a membership of 5,200, Included in this membership are

15 colored carpenter. According to one of the local secretaries,

‘bers were hard te get into the unions but once in have

"Negro

2de excaellent members,” As far as could ba ssecertained by the

investigator the carpenter's union does not practice race discrimi=

nation., The small Negro membership is attributable to the scar-
city of Begro carpenters in the district. he locals according to
organizers have as union members 75 percent of the colored carpen-

roes seen at work

ters in the district. But from the number of I

upon upen shor construction jobs in the district this estimate
DS 1

appears bbegrosaly e
workers occurs in the iod-

A larger mumber of Negro

carriers! Locals affiliated with the Building Trades Couneil., 'In-

formation could not be obtained as to the exact member
Hodecarriers'! union, But it is estimated that the four locals of

zembership of between 4,000 and 5,000,

hodecarriers comprise a
In recent years the original membership shich was very largely
composed of foreign white laborers has expanded as hundred of
Negroes from the South obtained work in the building trades. To=
day almost 75 percent of the union is colored.

Fourteen years age, the local engineers formed the first
Jocal of hoisters in the district, Local 66 now constitutes
about 180 members of whom 18 are colored. Accerding te informas

tion supplied by colored member of the union a group of white

e



engineers pulled out of the union on Dec. 20, 1923, to form an-
other local, number 899. There are no colored members in the
new locgl and no effort has been made to include them but prac-
tieally all of the old white members of local 66, have been re-
quested to join; and the majority of them have. The colored

members tried to prevent the formation of dusl organization

by proissting to the international body. The case is now pend=-

ing Judge Zvan's decision; and the colored members think that if
1he decision awards juriediction to the new local it will menn
death to the 0ld and consenuent unemployvment for them as unionists.
event they will bs forced to seek open shop employment.
Rarly 1925 colored girls found their way into some of the
local clothing factories. .bout 150 wers hirasd on power mechines
Attempts to organize these girls were at
ecause of their own indifference and the oppnosi-
tion which white pirls raised to organizing liegroes in the same
The attempt was finally successful. At
present a 5 £ the colored girls who were organized are em-

ploysd by Whe Penn Trouser Company but the union sesme to have

sunk into desuetude.

g present effort to organize the teameters and chauffeurs
marks the birth of a new union in Pitteburgh. The local organizer
informed the writer that some Hegroes were already in the new
organization end thet more would be inducted =28 soon &y willingness
wag expressed by them. Up to now the union had made no contracts

80 ruce mntagonisms have not had a chunce to agsert themselves.

A fe¢ months ago the boiler makers in one of the railway re-
pair shops of the district, struck for recognition of the union.
The Negroes employed in the same shop agreed to walk out th the
strikers upon the condition that they be admitted to the union if
the strike were successful, The strike was finully settled in the
union's favor and the striking Negro boilermakers returned to
work with their fellow white workers but were not taken into the
union although they had paid their initiation fe lere the @if-
ficulty in taking Hegro workers inte the union was attributed to
the fact that the boilermak p g X ne machinists
union whose cona +i yrohib 3d the ganization of Negroes,

The International Asaociation of Machinists was orgunized at
Atlanta, Ceorgia, in 1889. ! ot the outhern dele=
gates who bitterly oppose
are sel‘mn in a majority at
taken,by northern delegates
their southern fellow unionists,
infinitesinal minority at conventions
elimination 6f the clause in the constitution
hereby swear that I will not propose the name o
dustrious sober white man for membership in this union,”

The deception of the sitikijg Fegro boilermakers by union
wfficials was referred to a higher official of the local union of
machinists when interviewed by the writer, This official was of
the opinion that in vie§ of the peculiar circumsitance of race re=
lations in America, the striking colored workers should make them-

selves satisfies with the privilege of returning to work under
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union conditions vhich carry a grenter economic banefit to them
then employment under non-union conditions. He further argued that
in a number of cases Negroes had beonn permitted to fjoin the machin-

! inlon wi

voice in deliberntions but without the rieht to
vote. Tow many liegroes accepted this condition could not be learned.
However, it is hiehly probable that the -wverure HNegro worker vele

c

nes individusl bargaining in ihe open shop as democx:

somparad with the unions banevolent hametringing. So

imarienn Fadarstion of Labor has stricken the 'Americnn white

c¢lauce’ from itg constitution znd

enlled nupon 1ite conetituent

bodies to do 1ik

58, many union {1ontly pursue an exclusion

y baced upon ¢olore.

Among other causes iz an aconomic one to which muet be attri-

fnilure of unions nffiliatad with the marieen Federstion
of Labor to organize Negro lubore. Thru out its hivtoxy ihe dominant

bor In ‘merica has beon essontinlly

organization o

hegemony of

ekilled work It hae only besn with in the 1ife of the precent

genoration that the 'merican Federition of Labor rocognized the

of oxtending its orgnanization so ss to include some of

the nearly 90,

unorganized worker§ who nre muinly annekilled.
ectuns of

thig peculinrity of structure the orponized labor movae-

mant has not coneidorad the nrmy of U

ag union materinl,
in n8 much a8 the vast bulk of dagro labor is chiafly enpuged in
mpklilled work. This seems o be tho cnse with the Intarnttiionel

oldara inion, a very old and highly orgrmised c¢rnft which offers

no constifutionnl barrier to lepgro membership. Ilio effort i been
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made, hawever by the liolder's Unien to organize the few colored
molders in the district. The colorzd molders who are not

employed in the open shops might seem to qualify as members but
since they work in malleable iron works the Molder's Union does

not consider them molde

, and

ey are gherefore held to be ine
eligible.

The creation of dep:xrb'xentu' in the “American Pederation of

r and the extension of their field to include r

any unskilled
workers has repulted in granting member ship to many Hegroes here-

to-fore precluded from joining by the unskilled nature of their

work, The Hod-Carriers Union in the Puilding 5 Department
instances the change in policy made by orgunized labor in recent
years, (20)

A broad change in economic policy of organized labor is also
reflected by the industrial unionist program of the United line
Torkers which has made great strikes in organizing hundreds of the
recent migrants from the South,

In the ceal strike of 1922, Negroes were

orted from the

South as strike breakers., According to the information :.up;nlies"{,by
a local organizer the men were ignorant as to the condition under-
lying their importation, To inform these new comers of the nature
of the controversy in which the miners and operators were engaged,
an organizer was delegated to meet them, As a result, the locals
of the union g inza. as members hundreds of Negroes who had been

imported to break the strike,

(20) Supra - Hod-
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Zven in previous years, the United iine Vorkers has had

many liegro members in the Pitteburgh dietrict as in othex mining

sactiong. But for the past 8 years, the oxgrnization hae made
gpecinl practice of maintaining sn officisl to oxganize liegro
labor in the district.

rhe Pittsburgh district of the inited Mine Vorkers comprises

811 of ihe miners of illagheny and Wi

ington Counties and paris

of Armsirong, Butler, Hercer,

tmorland and Fayette Countiee.

rhe loosls of the district have & totsl membership of 50,000. Of

this number one eixth or a little over 8,000 are liegroes. The

Hegro miners like the white are employed in every phase of work in

nd s#bout the minae. of them are paid lese than 37.50 per day.

Other who cut conl or nre 'muchine runners’', work on a lonnoge

rate and ¢

id 1o recoive from 33.60 to J400 par month during
the productive ssnedll.

Nogro members of the United Mine Vorkers seem auite happy in
being affilited with the orgr nizetion. Caid one, "it is tha gre 1=
ast labor orgnnization in the workd and the orly one sffilinted

i{h imericnn Federation of Labor which is concerned chout the
Hepro worker end gives him a fuir dewl", The probabie causa of

th

iz worker's tribute %o the United Hine Viorkere may be Juetified

by the fact that in mosi of 4he 27 districie of the organization,
Napross hold reeponsible position puch ne locul president, viee-
presddent, iressursr and organizer. 4 was slso discoversd that
tn the district many Negroes hold office In locnls where they are
outnumbored two nnd thras to one by forelgners.

The difference in the amicnble relutionship exicting in the
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United Mine Workers between white and black workers and the hos=

tility exhibited to the Negro by other imerican Federation of

Laber Unions, is a difference ariming out of the class solidarity
“
idealism, and industrial structure of the former in which the for-

eigh element is dominant, and the pr

tic "eraftism" of the

latter wiose policy is largely determined by & native white con-

stituency po ssed of the traditional American @olor psychosis,

Vhatever may he the cause o

this diff

arence in attitude to the

Negro worker, other unions mdzht do well to adopt the race policy
of the United Mine Workers, and that to their owan economic

advans

e

e. i1th periodic boom= in industry, recurring strikes and a

constricted foreign labor supply the itmportation and use of Negro
labor may ultimately increase beyond all present calcuiations

Unions, if wise will seek to allay strife and possible disaster by

removing racisl barriers and welcoming Negro Workers as fellow mem—

bers in a common cause,




EDUCATION AND INTER RACIAL COSOPERATION

The migrant who brings his children with him to tke north
is faced with a two fold pyoblem., ¥First he himself has te become

oriented to a new and complex onviromment, Secondly, his chile

dren if retarded in schoel, as is more than likely the case because

of backwardness of schools in the district from

ch he comes,

must enter the northern school under conditions distasteful to the
adolescent boy or girl,

The abnormal increase of the Negro ac

ol population with a

corres

nding increase in retardation and delinquency has been
v many northern Negrows as the condition to which re-
in the Horta for segregated schools is due., On the

the school teachers, who in Pittsturgh are all white,

be cused of sympathy tempered with wisdom® in.dealing

vickward migrant boy er girl. Praquently the teacher, ig-

rhich their backwardness is due, 100ks upe

The plight in which most of these mi-

ren find themselves wl

n they enter a morthern school,
fark tack to the educational restrictions placed upon them while
living in the South.

'he Report of the Bureau of Lducation (21) on legro education
indicaten gross inequalities in facilities for public education of
white and Negro children. These expenditures are calculated on the
basis of appropriations for teachers salaries per child which are

the major portion of appropriations for all purposes, Wor the 15

(21) Vid- Report of Bureau of uduc.xtion - quoted by Urban Leugue
Pulle :.in, New York City - July 1922
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t of Colmmbia, on a capita basig,

ytates and the 9ist

colored 52,89 for edu=-

the «white children received 310,

cational purposes, Among the several states the ratio var.

lation of the South at the time of report was 79 per

. The rural schools are without tion infer to
the city schools, receive smaller a ‘opria'_ionv; for mani wnee,
rorse teachers, *Inequalities in ex endi ture

ire greatest where the Hegro popula-

ularly in the countia

the

re grouped in

erable Hegro popuiation 1

shile the more scattered white

tely larger nwaber of hools?

e and colored children in these

reorgia

Kentucky

ppi
Yorth Caralina

Oklahowa



state /nite Child Coloxed Chilld
outh 10,00 1,44
Tennesc 8,27 4,83

10,08 5.74
virginia 772 3.18

in certain countiez in Georgis therc were {requent propor-
tions 11 $15,66 for white and 31,36 for colored children; 19,02
for white and §1.08 Colored; $21.12 for white and +59 for colored
and in unty i I a t 18 cxpended (44,75 for white
1.21 for colored.
standaxrd northern school term consists of 170 days The

schooling provided white and colored children in the sodthe

dte Child Colored Child
132 102
142 102
Georgia 157 100
Kentuoky Ha 119
Louisiana 94

jouth Carelina ¥ 78

rding the Heport of the C ssioner of Hducation, the
icheol term for ¥egrees is only 69 percent of the averange
cogntry, O n the basis of a sztandard course of nine momthss
the legro Year Book caleulates that under present
provisions for education it would take a Negro child 22 years in

Lovisiana, 26 years in Alabama, and 33 years in Jouth Carolina to

complete an elemeninry course.
©he migrent school children, raflect theee éducaiional
eonditiong nnder which 1 livad prior to entering the
northern school. Table 16 is bused unon & study of 27 miprant
whose svar:pa lensth of repidence in Pittsburgh w
6 1/2 monthe. In no instance
and girls recsived more than 3 yeurs of schooling

South. Parents in gome , wera doubiful ae ars

none of these doubiful parents were willing
childran i received more than & years of wooling in Southern
schools.
be geen from Di o b 27 children faw
=1lnr school ape oi rs; most of il
10 snd 14 yea: of ape when thuy entered. Diagram 2 shows
the pupile were clasgified. Only one enterad the ver)
but few were admitted to erades nbove 4 A. O diagrams do not
show however, tha £ £ thesa twenty-seven pupile huve shown
pufficient ability i Lase in a T to be advinced
prides. Y i cag they vere demoted. One
of & pupil who wae sdvinced form the 6
high; obviously & superior child, althoug
eliphtly retarded upon enirance.

A hiph per centape of 1ll-conduci in some of these

out of adoleccent sensitiveness io being pluced in classse

pupile three and five years unger. Truancy snd delincuency

(22) vid. Hegro Year Book (1922 Edivion) Monroe ii. Work,
Tuckepges, Ala.




P

State of Fommer
Residence

previous
ichooling

Charleaton 10,
Kensington ld.
raycourt S.%.
cola, Fla.

Charleston,

ferrell,

Lrvington,

aberst

e e s

3 yrs. 3 mos,.

Stute of Former

2 yrs. B mos. Residence

{i.

Table 18
(continue

)

time

Augusta Ga.
tanton,
n
Fortmouth Ve
Ardalusia, Ala

6 mosw

9 mos,

not lorg

n
in




DIAGRAM |

DISTRIBUTION of 27 MIGRANT SCHOOL
ACCORDING TO AGES.
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are easy comseguences of su

The immensity of the problem

precsent to the school may be estimated from

the colored school population in
£ the entire school population of

colored; in the Hose 43 cent;
; percent; in Lincoln 29 percent;

geen from Table 17 that in 1917,
colored population of 933, in

e of 89.4 porcent.

sehool

than 2

Schools

Minersville
Hose

Somers

intt

Total 1,76

Recogni tion of the sehool problem han

Urban Lewgue to add to its stafl of

fisitor. [The function of this

which migrant boys

Mincrsville

und in Penn 2

rorker is

e of mind.
ind girls

the great increxses

the last =ix years. t present

ichool, 43 percent
in Somers 65 percent; in Vat¥,
percent, It will
4 schools which had a total

ad 1767 or tal aver:

e in=

coused

social workers und sSchaol

to inve:z

delinquency and maladjusix ent and seek to establish understanding

between the homes of

maintenance of such a worlor by the

by the mmber of pupils the lome and

these new children de the dhens room.

The
Urboen Lesgue is highly Justified

sehool Visitor has adjusted to




their new school enviromment, It is obvious that more than

one worker is necded for effective work in the ten school where
Negro students are found and where from time to time cases for
adjudication occur, In PIttsburgh where Negroes may graduate
from the public schools but may not bacome instructors in them

intment of trained colored graduates with social work

equipment as home and school visitors might serve to lessen the

sented to theschool by the migrant

of the problen ]

1d and at the same time offer incentive to aspiring

school ch

Hegro 'l]fm:th'_‘

INT. ATIO
fhat was once looked upon 3 a pnrely sectional prod 188

ten years of Negro migrations from the Bouth become

in the last

al issue re-shaping the attitude of the North to race re-

lations. ichool s, theaters, T ind hotels, hitherto, not

necessarily adverse to acceptive llegro patrons ure now bla

vice and de-

fusing to admit or rve them, Increase in cr

gro migrant to northern cities;

pendency with the coming of the N

1t 21l 2o to

his lack of social ekhic, civic pride and refineme

characterized the

counteract the abolitionist sentiment

Pittsburgh district. Instances are not few in which the tuctics

resort:d to in certoin parts of the district differ little from

typical souther distrust in treatment of its Negro population. In

Johnstown a drink-crazel Neg.o runs amuck and kills several police-

t

men., As & remlt the mayor iusues an order decreeirn

e town in 24 hours; and frightened Negroes

Negro Newcom

ignorant of their civil rights, or fearing mob action ha ned

rime in Pittsburgh the city con-

Thenever a legro com

stabulary usumlly makes o sweep of the Hill District arresting all

strange and suspicious looking Negroes,

the ease with which liquor

The inadequate housing faciliti

zrant inducements to crime as instances hy the di

if procured; f1

play of firearms and emmunition in the windows of pawn shops on



the

e Averme; and the prevalence of npencies that pro

further

¢y ore sccinl and civic ¢
jut ignorance, crime
ttributes peculiar

it will persist as long

tude of splen

ivantaged citizens retain on

vien the tuation throug

rielal

eradication of these menaces to

n upon the co-ope

thite and colore

1y arge Northern city [
cenualnt en white colorad as in &
it turch o
ere I e
1 ni i it
: A
1 toward dispe

volce deline=

buttres

rell=bein

3 race

of racial distinction.

nd leadership

heen
other

district

111
r niversity of Fittsburgh and
ie t orgaunize student confer
the purpos foist ng knowledge of the 1life of colored Iite
h in cpro Tace in general. Under leader=
" 5 such society could study some of

conditions under whick the Negro liewsomers live,- not n

rily as a separate nnd isol ted probiem but us one

1 cultural or socinl-study program,

feature

eces=

of

8 a in the United oStat

founded various institutions as devices by ich effective pro-

ation in

t proscription and di

test might be

imul taneously, these in

political

o's cu

rere media for

d very often modes

After the Civil

the

Dougl

Republican

ional leader,the I

il role in some n

played no inconseg

Perty and

ern states; and in southern statles gel

by later legislative enactmentg.

rd the close of the 19th ceniury i sudde e d

strong founder of pton Institute,

developed economically and industrially,

lished by it upon the poli tical field., The author of this doc-

lgoker T. Washington who

trine wi

unding Tuskegee Institute for the ind of
the Negro. (24)

Mr, Washington's famous Atlanta speech in
{24) Vid. "The Schools of Race Ihilos: I larris

Current razine, June

story




that it heralded a new racial philosophy and at the same time the Negro's growing race consciousness is often attributed. BPut

with the exception of the Tuskegee progr ment comr

set antagonistic forces in motion which were

iogne against the inequilities and dise

to 211 has been protesta

of linergent organizotion hostill to what

ition the life Hegro in America.

Thus criminations which co

a repudiation of the Negro's civil and political
; teen

The common WeAKness of these organizations has not or

DuBoie' Riaga Kovement ch in a few years

arose Dr, W.B

tion of energy in mational pro-

ativism ' but the centraliz

developed into 3 National Association for the adw ent of g

Colored Feople, paganda to the exgent that iegro's local economic and social
forld War, ny young Hegroes returned to handicaps have not been ade y diagnosed or positively treat-
much of the new domocracy for which they ed,

cities

Their army experi e had alr The continued increase in legro

dy been

and indignity; and the stern realities of

he need of adjusting the

o

rial life of his new environment, ra=

ned in them bitter

*h they returned aw

returning soldiers were university sponded to this need was the Nation

founding in 1908, the organization h

disillusione

in 32 large cities for treating the legro social and Induse

snd in a short while begun protesting

m ehe 1y fe® political and social equality that had either trial porblems, positively. The Pittsbure t of the
the Du or the earlier Negro politicians, ge young Leapue formed in 1918, has served ag a clec 1ouse
to meet force th force and advocated migrants and the industry of the fistrict, 4 1t degree of its

ien encouraged

standard of

energy has been directed toward raising

Negro's road to freedom,

The same condition of general wnr hysteria and the Negro's living
disillugiomnent as to the meaning of the Workd r which gave It has
vise to the Messensar.= Socialists as rece leaders w lso the proving the administration of relief to migrant fau adjuste

Hort

matrix from which issued the "Back to Africa lovement" sponsor- ing the Negro boys and girls to the new school life

inquent newcomers who are brought before the

and assisting many del

dian Negro.

e has possibly derived benefit from all of morals court,

bilism to which the

ican imposai




The work of the Urban League is mainly educational , jo for

effective social work other agencies are needed. In Pittsburgh

there are about 21 civic organizations among the HNa2gro0, '

of social adjustment DPIo=

which 11 ean be said to

pgram, Bug in a population of more than 37,000, more than 11

work organizations are needed for construc tive work in

soci

stty, Yet the weakness of the

child welfare, vecreation and jine

isting agencies resulting for aun overlapping ir function

already e

r organizations until

hardly warrants the founding of more simi

some mear so-ordination is provided, Obiviously, the Fittse

burigh Urban League with its broad program and social work techniw

que has the capacity for bringing about a more ctive system of

shich each agency would assume definite responsi=

iah

cution of a central purpose, he ease with

tion could bring about this

ue or amy oth

- org

philanthropy would depeind upon its own willingness to

accept responsibility r the task and the degree to which the

Negro citizens of Pittsburgh will co-cperate, t does not seem,

future will witness any quickéning of

the Pittsburgh Negro's social consciousness, Perhaps much educa=
tion will have to take place before he realized the stupendous
need of his racial group.

4An inspection of the Urban League program previously referred

We

to would ~rant one's assuming that the colored citizenry of Pitte

mpathy for an organization aiming to

burgh not only manifests

promote its own welfare but gives considerable financial aid to-

nthropic, Social and Civic Agencies in

(25) Directory of Fhil
h Glenn Tyson

EFitteb h - Heler

ward maintaining it. But upon being told that the 37,000 Iegroes

in the city only contribn #11,000 b

necessary toc run the org n, one is forced to conclude that

the educated and advantaged Hegro of Fittsbu

to ar ignorant of

trite apol of impecunity will not stand in

Negro's wealth and gxpenditure for other goods

ro churches revealed that plans

a total of 817,250 during the ensuing ye

zed new buildin in the past

of the churches had already

year and are now liquidating « total indeb

Only one of the churches ir stigated planned to invest in
and equipment for sociul welfare. swa Lo he exe

pended amounted to %20,000,

If the Hegro of Fittsburgh can expend 91,10

adif

ices alomesurely he ought to hold him
&

responsible for the maintenance of his own

zations, -Nor does the average

Negro's Social problem. A questionaire sent to 34 p

churches in the city showed that 40 percent of th

the greatest provblem which the migrant presented to the chur

was irregular attendance at services; 20 percent 1o problems

reaved since

whatever, although their
the migration; and 40 percent condidered overcrowding which results

in a general level of immorality and juvenile delinquency as the

church 's greatest problem. Only six of these churches d one or




L5

7e

the newcomers;

GEiut in aom sap the vitality of a community

prosecuting a program for

: : : locul economic and mocial uplift
rith chureh gr B

lowever, th

nt Welfar orke

ed such

organi =

4

cement of Colored

ir
Lo ¢ nd the tly the educated
1 X 1 le o 1 i render more
o x hled il 1Y ear The influcnce
114 t + N | n 1 1 3 in to
i sputaticn anc re inf d on the prot 5 of ine
trial community 14% il ] ] ry to remove the corplas
x rence
nd succ

mo

nal in scope
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