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The Negro sections,

and often the aam Ppractically all

new groups on first coming to Pittsbur

The average size oi the Negro study
consisted of 4.03 perscus. This the size of
the Negro family found by V. C. Wright in a =t of %

Hill di

strict in 1927.

rooms occupied by

ro family
was 3.79 rooms; the average number of persons per room
was le05; and the average number of families per dwell=-

ing was l.13. Specifically, 13 families occupied two

amilies occupied three room dwelling

room dwellings; 30 f

four room dwellings; 22 families

milies oc

occupied five room dwellings; pied six

room dwelli

ilies occupied dwellings

iellings studied, 21 h

de water; 153 had
electric lights; 2d furnaces

Tor heatinge.

The average earnings of the male the household

$27.09 per weeke This is slightly less than the $28.72

given by the Pen

18ylvania Department of Labor, for Pitts-
burgh, as of the week ending December 15, 1928, and based
on the earnings of 59,506 Pittsburgh wage earners. The

most frequent weekly v

e was $25, which was received by
46 men; twenty-four men received less; and 1
this amounte

more than

-10-
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The minimum weekly wage was $10 and the maximom was
£68475.
The average weekly income of the 227 families was
$32.02. This amount is made up of the earnings of the
head of the household, augmented oy e¢ earnings of the
housewife in 41 instances; F the children in 37 in-
vy incoue from leodgers in 78 househol
ngle instance, by alimony of $25 per monthe.
ily income most frequently reported was $25 - by 35
nilies; thirty-Tfive T i eported less, and 153
than this amount. The minimum family in-
come was $10, and the maximum family income {85 per week.
median income wes $31.0C per weekes
av ce reni per room per month paid by
milies v $8.93. The range of rents w
of $11.50 per month for & twe-room dwelling to a
maximum of $100 per month for @ ing twelve
The median monthly rent 8 $38.00.
These Negro families pay on the age 24.4% of their
income for rente. The pecrceent: paid varies
size of the dwelling occupied. For the two-room dwelli

it is 20.8%; for the thre m dwellings 25.8%; for the

llings 29.3%; for the five-room dvellings

or the six=room dwellirgs 30.9%.
0f the 200 male workers included in this study, 63 are
reported as skilled workers or salaried employees, aad

137 as unskilled workerse
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nethod (¢) Tiwe of the Study - Winter Conditioms

s
o
=
o

In order that the reader may get a clearer picture of

the conditions described, it is felt necessary to state the

time when the information was secured. e study began on

January 2nd, 1929, and was continued almost daily

out Jenuary, February, and izrche These months T

the coldest part of the winter, and, as a result ny condi=

ist at another

tions were found

hich would probably not ez

Among these inconveniences may be mentioned

which had burst in ba

frozen which lead to
and in a few instances water irozen on the Ilcors oI cellars

and basementse

Six houses were found in the 2900 block on Bedford

tn water frozen to the inside valls. This condi-

Avenue

by "sweating" of

tion, the tenants explained,vas
the walls while the gas stoves were in usej the moisture Iroze

after the stoves were shut off. In four of the six instauces,

the rooms with the frozen walls were used for sleeping pur-

DOBES.




Households
2n dwellir isited,
z1re 1017 persons. nre red and eighty-one of these
in the Kour-
corted

iich 37,725

Negroes.

ht

wae deffreult

Lbut twe rocms".

could work

$47.50
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two hundred and

the 180 lodgers were

The avergge size

exacil

%5 manY <
o iA’F7,

TABLE
gk
ITION CF 218 MILIE I HILL DISTRICT

Humber
U

composition

1=

n and six

VWoian and one

n and Ifour

VWoman and five chil

Vioman and seven

Total

1.

Two households were rented by
by women alonee
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included vnusable toilets, inade-

eaky roofs, uroken v v pan noles in

built, toile
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The shortest
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includes

f rooms

of

number

Cvers

175

sDwel sbwel:Dwel:Dvel:Dvel:Bwel:€:

-rmst

3

T

One person per room

¢ 5 ¢3L 13 317

o

an 2368 3

t More than one, less th

55 = 13 :

98 ¢ 8 18

3_Three persons per room

s Two persons per roocm
H

3_More than 3,less_than 4 3

13 B L3 $ s

13 ¢ 30 $123 ¢ 32 ¢ 25 3

s

s

3 Four persons per room

3227
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II RENTS AD R

(A) Range of

Before dis




or 15.9%,

is thus noted that 74.5%,

2s %0 $35.79:

: 340, to $44.99: 30




1t might prove interestiing to compere this average of

$8.93 per room per month with figures compiled for FPittsburgh

at other times, and with figurcs from other northern citiese

Co Wright, who incluced 212 Negro families in his study

the Hill district in 1927, found that these families

pa.
average of $7.39 per room ver month. It must be noted

that nearly all of his families were at or below the mergin
evidenced by the fact they had applied
for ef within

following table sliows

ent of Welfare in 19258

TABLE VII
COMPARATTVE RENTS

VE RENTS Pl SHED RCOM

PAID B TS WHITES

V. C» Wrightt The social Asvect of Housing
Negro Survey of Pennsylvania, p.




TABLE VIII

RENTS AND CONVENTENOES o5 B " T 1 S
(B) Rents in Relation to Conveniences RENT3 AND CONVENISNCES IN 227 DWELLINGS IN THE HILL DISTRICT

The figures in Tables VIII through XIII show more clear-

1y t han any description, the relation between the rents paid

and the conveniences provided these Negro families. A few 3 3 T : T T T T T T T :
» 1Amount of s$Noe. 30ut-:OQut- sWith-:sWithsHot sGassElec-:Tubs:Fur-:
comments will suffice to explain tnese tables., Outside toi=- 3 slonthly sof ssidesside sout sBathglater: stri- snuce:
iRent sDwelsToi-sWater:Bathss Tank & scity H
lets are found in all rent classes up to and including the ' § 1let 3 : :
: 3

H
H
class from 330 te 335; ‘tne same ie true, though to a lesser :

$14.99

:
s
:
degree, with outside water., The lowest rent class in which :

$19.99

bathroom facilities are found is tne class from $25 to 330,

EO S P | P

§24.99

3
B
H
3

and less than half the apartments in this class are 8o pro-
$29.99

vided. Even the next higher rent class, $30, te $35, has
$34.99

50% of its apartments without bathn. One apartment i n the

(RS (AR (RN (RS P N | S

TS FTITY (SR e e P | £

#39.99

$45 to $50 class has no batii, Te be sure of securing a house
$44.99

provided with electricty, one must pay at least $30, and only
$42.99

one house renting under $40 has laundry tubs. Rental of at
$54.99

wofor woun onfon wefor wefir cnfur cofun wnfon wifor ooflon on

least $50 is neceassary to securz a house provided with a fur-

nace, while the majority of the furnaces are found in houses

renting above $60.

wr e wrfon vefoe vefee v for wnfom onfon w

Totals
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TABLE XI

RENTS AND HOUSE CONVENIENCES IN 123

FCUR-ROCK DWELLINGS

f:;’ont;f.ly Rents of :side sside sout Bath
DwelsToiletsWater:Bath 3 sTank @ scity 3

: No. 30ut- $OQut= sWitp-sWith

th 3GesiElec-:1Tubs®
ter: stri=

B 3 i H 1) 3 : H i

$24.993 10 3 Fels o500 10s s 10s 6 3 t

3 H 1 s 3 3 1y 3 i

$29.99: 17 3 16 : 6.s 16 1 a0 Uy D R S t

0 g 3 B B 3 z 2 3

$34.993 19 ¢+ 2 1: 1335 6 6 3 191 14 3 :

3 1 1 13 : : b :

$39.99s 17 3 3 £ Y OIETET. 7 17s 16 3 t

3 3 s 3 B 3 3

to $44.993 22 s 3 s s 22 1 t
s ] s t 0 3 1

50 $49.993 31 3 : ] (i 31 3
: 3 3 s 3 B B

to $54.,993 3 3 3 3 B bSOt e T
3 3 T T i it

5 10 $59.99s 4 3 c s s 4 3
s 3 0 g s s s

Total $123 3 25 : 17 s 50 3 97 ¢ H
s H 3 : s : :

38
TABLE IX
NTS AND HOUSE CONVENIENCE, N 13
TWO-ROOM DWELLINGS
TAmount of t No.tOut- $OuUt- s$With-sWithtHot sGastElec-:Tubss
fMonthly s of tside sside sou: sBathsWater: ftri- 3
'Rent tDweltToiletsWatersBath 3 STank ¢ fcity s
x " t H : : : : s s
3 s % 3 s B 0 t g B
£$10 to 31 s 53 1 2 : $iE s £ 23 :
s B G 3 3 B B B B B
+$15.t0 $19.,99 5 3 : 3 sie2 i3y s s 18 :
3 : 3 3 ) s 3 s B 3
$320 to $24.995 1 3 3 s 3 3 31 8 3
5 3 3 ] s 3 3 0 3 3
$825 to $29.993 6 s s 3 s €3 6 363 H
t ] [ : s 3 3 3 3 3
s Total : 15t 4 3 2t YA 63 6 510 3 4 3
TABIE X
REX AND I &0
Rl =-RO0N SLLINGSs

sOut~- 30ut- & ot @

B tside o wtersGasstiri-

s LiWatons it Tanlkid
s T 3 3 T s
ki 3 H : s 2
] s 3 s s
H thiugaale {3 s 2
: t ] : 3
s $25 to $29.99810 3 : 3 9 310 %
H : t : H : H
s $30 510 : H : 10 s 9 ¢
1 s ) t G N ]
3 $35 to $39.993 4 H H H 4.8 33
3 3 3 T [ 3 )
] Total 330 : LSS : 25 326 1
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TABLE XIII
RENTS AND H CONVENTEN
SIX-ROOKM DWELLINGS
TABLE XII
RENTS AND HOUSE CONVENIENCES IN 32
FIVE-ROOM DWELLINGS tamount = tNos :0ut- :Witn-swiths Hot sGassZlec-3 sFur-:
10f Monthly iof 3side sout sBathsW it tfubsnaces
sRent tDweliToiletsBath 3 tTank s 3 T 3 :
: amount + Fo. TWitho: WIth : Jlot & : H 3 3 : 8 1 3 3 3 3 ]
. of Monthly : of :out ¢ i Water :G#i i v 1§30 to $34.99: 4 TR S E S BN P TR : : :
.3en L ) - £ i Tank : H = H 3 [l i $ B B B $ s B
"—‘-——'—""-‘—"——'_'—T"—"_'——'—“_'_‘—"_ . 1955 to $99.99:8 1  droe Y} : {300 S e ) 3 :
: §2 29,99 2 __ Vi e e RO I PR : : s : B : 3 3 T e
:9 2 to 29.99; ; . v —— T 3 :1$40 to $44.998 2 : ol g t 123 gl s
1§30 to 34.99F 1 - 1 ¢ Podid L s ¢ : : 3 s g 3 3 B t T T
1430 to 34.93: s : : : T : 1§45 to $49.99: 2 : fioL et el Gemipies g
3 to L,99% 10 : SEL D 9 __ 9 310 9 H . H B B t B ) 3 ] s B ]
;335 e 99; : B A A 0 . $$50 to $54.99s 1 ¢ : o e s I o ] o R 2 N S I
$840 %0 144 29930 WAL g sle 5N n6 L iie 6 : ! ) B s T B T T gy 0
:3 9j: 3 3 = & B & 3 1855 to $59.99: 8 8 H $ 8 3 8 81 8 313 :
1 845 to 49.99: 2 g Ryl RS TR s : t i B 3 3 0 0 3 3 3 T
:85 999; 2 B T 3 A A A R o 1960 to $65.00: 6 % 3 26,3 6L pi6 s 6 e b Es 58
: 850 to 34.99: 3 3 £ SEG L SiEs s H i H B i 0 3 B s 0 T ] ]
:55 : 99: z 3 s 2 B 2 5 g 3 3 g sUnknown £ 1t I3 (o N e O SR S 3 H :
1855 to 59.99: 4 e S S e W : t : g 1 3 3 B 2 : ) 1
™ A 12 99: g : B B ? T T : t o _Total $25 ¢ VYR e WS Y SV S VT R SR e SR )
: $60 to 65.00: 1 g 3 iR p e DR ER R 1 3
: Wotalll Saouil i 3 i 200 s oo R Dl el i tlal D
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TABLE XIV
AUQUNT QF WEEKLY INCOME IN
227 HOUSEHOLDS BY

DWELLING GROUPS

: Income 3 B e SR s s h b OV er:
3 H of : Room:Room:Room:Room:Room: 6
1 Group H :Total: Dwel:Dwel:Dwel:Dwel :Dwel:Rooms

: Under $10.00 } D18 :

3
1310 to 14,99 1.
1815 t0 19.99 : LEie e
. $20 to 24,99 : : e
1825 to 29.59
430 to 34.99
i 935 to 39.99
$40 44.99
365 to 49.99
1450 to 54.99
1 $55 to 59.99
$60 and over

Unknown

Total
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contag=

ventilation

is not being enforced. The reuson may be found
that enforcement has been transferred from the Der

Public Health to the Bureau of Building Inspection

Department of Public Safety.
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(E) The Need for Better Houses That May be Rented With
Relation To Income
act that Negroes zre found reéntinghouses which exact
large percentage of their earnings is interpreted by the
an expression of their desire for houses provided
with somwe of the modern conveniences which beleng in a wellw-
equipped house, Else, how can we explain why a Negro earning
$116.00 per month will rent « lhouse renting for $100.00 per
month? It is true that he t subrent & pa but that which
wiich he could
rent
rent % X i h R that these
ToES pay resen b T the money invested,
but exceesive returns, at
WX the owners ve incurred ense in putlting a few conveniences
into the houses, yet if an investigation vwere made overing the
toval incor received as rent, we believe the figures
:ald the owner on his
total investment.
There is a defi 4 nich embody
wodern conveniences, and ¥ can be rentec to Negroes and
other small wage earners ai a reasonzble rental. In this con-

nection, attention as called to the Dunbar Apartment House,

recently erected in the Harlem district of New York City by

Ir. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. every de-
tail, and provides guarters for several hondred families. Al-
hough they are not now rented to small wage ea

latter group benefits irom the in that the houses vacated

by the business and prrofessional groups which moved into the
Dunbar, are made available to the small- ge-earning group-
These are vetter houses than y occupied, and it is rumored
that the low rental of the Dunbar has reacted to lower the
rental of other apartments in the neighborhood. A similar

\as been announced for the Negroes of Chicage, with Hr.
Julius Rosenwald as the backer. These eifor io not pepre-
sent charity extended to tne Negro, since both Iir. Roekafeller
and ¥r. Rosenwald reqguire
investment.

28 il ¥ or group oi uversons, Or an
in Pittsbur can Le persuaded to follow this e
viding good facilities at & return of 6% or 7% on the invest-
ment, it would relieve the lhcusing situation greatly.s

The facts of this study indicate that Negroes need higher
wages than they are now receiveing, in order that
secure better houses. Particulary does
head of the family. In order to do
taken to raise these workers out of the (classof unskill
and casual laborers into the semi-skilled zna skillec groups.
Industry pointed the way by organizing training classes

ich their workers may advance themselves. In New York alone

has been estimated that no less than 100,000 pecople are

g trade extension courses; & there are 325,000 fed-
erally aided pupils in vocational schools. If such training
courses could be offered in Pittsbur
of industry and the municipality, the investment would yield
& return in good citizenship which would far outstrip the

original investment.

1. J.D. Hackett:iLebor Meanagenent,p.365




With a little assistance, such as might be given by the

ordinary building and loan association, soue oi the fawilies
included in tnis study could move into better houses, from

are now excluded, by purchasing them. There are in

any neighborhoods with good houses available Ior
but which are not available for renters. If such
15 could be effeqgtively organized auong residents of

i1l cistrict, with the idea of assisting them in purchase

it woula render a great service not only to these

ell.

er, is for an enli; ened public

¢pinion ch will demand better houses for all the community.
It is ¢ r of public opinion. If the pe of Pittsburgl
wish to have existing conditions improved, if they wish that

11 hav

every child in Pittsburgh sl

e a fair chance to becore a

porting citizen, and ii they wish it
hard enouy, 8 back of public ofiicials who are enior-
cing the law, to honor and commend owners 0 maintain their

properties in good condition, then the duys of bad housing in

Pittsburgh are numbered."

1. Jonn Ihlder:Bet

phlet Gf the Pittsburgh
Assoclation.

APPENDIX A
Copy of Schedule Used in Gathering Data
FAKILY CARD

One card for each family. Answer each guestion with
check, number or initial letter in blank space.

District Ward Precinct Date
Type of Building 1-Fam. 2-Fam. KE-F C R-H Visitor
Surname Address
1. Owvmer-white-Colored I5. THouse
2. How long in this house. (¢}
3. Rent-Dollars per week Shabby Kept
Dollars per month 16. Cellar or Basement
4. Previous occupant. W-C Dry Damp Wet
5. Previous Rent and Date. 17. Roof =~ Sound Leal
6. House- size, width, depth 18. Walls - Good,
Lot- dth, depth 19. Steps -Inside, G.
oo stories. Outside, G.¥.Be
Sloping - - Level 20. Family occupies =

Drainage - goocd, fair,
7. Total No. rooums.

nt, 1st Floor, 2
Floor, 3rd flooxr, O

Separate bedrooms. (Specify)
Separate living rocm. 21l. 0. in Family Total
Kitchen. lale Female
Attic rooms. Adults
Bathroom. Children - 16 and over
Basement or cellar Under 16
8. Inside repairs - G B Head of family

9. Dark Rooms-Xo. Windowless. 22. Bouarders - Lodgers
Noe. window to hall only.

window Lo other rooms. Female

to court only (25 sg. 23%. Occuration-Usk.Semi-sk.

+ or less). Fatiner $ k.

0. window to airshaft only.

10. Water supply-inside hall.
Apt. In Yard

1le Toilet-inside cellar hall
Apt. Basement Outside
Privy or cesspool.

12. Noe. families per toilet.
Condition - cleanliness,

dren-Age, Sex §

Gocd = Fair = Bad
Condition - Repair,
Good = Fair = Bad

3+ House Facilities - Gas Income-Other
Electricity, Hot Water 25. Veeks lost last
Janitor, Stoves, Grates, Father
Cocking, Coal, Wood, Gas Mother

14. Garbage = Covered Can Children
Accumulated. 1.
How often removed. 2.
Rubbish - Accumulated. 3e
How often removed. 4.

- zive employ=
eér, dept. hours per week, and

REMARKS



APPENDIX B

Copy of Letter from Melleon Instiute Explain-
ing Damp VWalls fr Gas Heat.

Yellon Institute of Industrisl Research

Froms L.¥.Bass
To & John Inhlcer

larch 11, 1929.

Ihlder, Executive Director
Housing Association
l'.u Z

Weidlein has been

way ess ol walls,
er ne J ) ; 1structed.
that g P
cold wew 5 i€ there
i ature,
C viater

cendition is rather
JL. i
8 or el X )
hurners ier would be located in rooms
insulated from il rest it

truly yours,
(signed) L. Bass

Executive Assistant

LVE.GE
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