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I. IKTRODUCTION

A, Definition and Explanation of Terms

This thesis is a study of the process of succession
of an area in Pittsburgh known as the "Hill District." Succes-
sion is a term in human ecology (1) which has been borrowed
from biology with some modifications to describe the processes
of change which tske place in human communities. It is charec-
terized by "a complete change in population type between the
first and last steses, or a complete change in use" of a parti-
cular avea. (2)

In the process of community growth certain areas
which were in their originel states the quarters of fashionable
residents change completely in pupulation type by becoming the
dwelling place of people of lower economic strats. Instead of
e change in the type of occupant, e original area often be-
comes & business or en industrial district.

(1). Werming, E, and Vahl, M, Oecology of Plants, Oxford,
England, Clarendon Press, 1909, p. 12, Warming and Vahl,
biologists, give the following definition of ecology "Certain
species group themselves into natural associations, that is to
sey, into communities which we meet with more or less frequently,
end which exhibit the sazme combinzation of growth forms and the
same facies."

Schmid, Calvin F. Suicides in Seattle, 1914 to 1935,
Seattle, Washinzton, University of Washington Press. 1928, p.4.
Professor McKenzie defines human ecology as: “The science which

h the changing spatisl and temporary relationships of
h n beings and humen institutions. In other words, human eco-
logy is the study of the processes and fectors relating to human

distribution observed in the light of time sequence, or rate of
change.*” ;

: (2). McKenzie, R, D, ne Scope of Human kcology,
ings American Sociologicel Society. Vvol. XXXIII. Part 2, Dal53¢

rroceed-




this group displacement in cycle fashion is best de-
scribed in terms o, invasions and evacuations. 4n the initial
stege of invasions there is a resistance offered the invaders,
Keen competition for the occupancy of the territory is quite in
evidence, The occupants try to withhold further intrusion but
do not succeed, The question of the impending change in popula-
tion mokes 1t 1nadvisable to continue normal property improve-
ments and repsirs, Obsolescence and physical deterioration,
therefore, result, Soon the owners because of economic necessi-
ty ere forced to reauce tne rentals. Low rents attract people

of lower economic and cultursl levels, Dissatisfied with living

among these who bring with them their modes and manners

of life and often produce socially disreputable conditions

through carelessne ect, all the "select" residents are
impelled to move from this neighborhood. In this way the whole

sformed into e socially det

district is riorated area, These

areas of

known in human ecology as marginal
or transitional areas.

If the invesion is & change in use, that is, when busi-
ness or industry invades a residential district, the value of tre
land increases. Since business and industry can afford to pay
more for the land, they are able to survive in the g.ocess of
competition, In this way the residential area is transformed in-
to a commercial or industriasl srea.

The process of succession is dynsmic in cheracter. As

each

roup becomes adapted to its environuent, there is always
an invading group which displaces the former occupants and which

is later completely displaced by still another group. One inva-

sion thus follows another in cycle form, each displacing

preceeding one end each preparing the way for another.

-6~




B. The Scope of the Study

The Hill District received its name from its topo-
grophy. It is built on a hill which rises gradually from the
flst downtown section and extends to Herron Hill where it
reaches its h & distriet 1s characteristically
& "natursl area" in that it was not specifically planned. It

ural result of the city's growth, The dis-
tribution of the population in this area was determined without
design by the topography, transportation lines, wages, rents,
sentiments, and rivelries, In delimitating this area for study
political boundaries were discarded except in so far as they
have to do with the "natural area," The boundarics of this area
according streets & north, Bigelow Boulew ; east, Herron
Avenue to Center Avenue, to Morgan Street, to Allequippe Street,
to Fifth Avenue; south, Fifth Avenue; &nd st, Tunnel Street.
Bigelow Boulevard lies below a high cliff adjacent to the tracks
of the Pennsylvania Reilroad, It is one of the busiest hig
for automobile traffic in city. The eastern celimitation
seems to mark the end of the "black belt" and is also contigu-
ous in part to the campus of the University of Pittsburgh.
Fifth Avenue marks a definite boundary line because it is the
other low extremity of the Hill as well as being a business
street only and a main artery of traffic beside., Tunnel Street,
at the base of the Hill, lies just outside of tle central busi-
ness district. It is the first street on which are seen old
remnants of houses spared by the expansion of businress and in-
dustry. Several of the old dwelling houses have already become

small stores and plumbing shops.

This area has all the charecteristics of vhat the so-
ciologist calls the "zone of transition." These zones Or mar-
ginal areas are characterized by a high degree of social disor-
ganization and maladjustment. In such areas are found exces-
sive mobility of population, juvenile delinguency, crime, pover
ty, high mortality rates, the black belt, the ghetto, Little
Italy, vice, and rescue missions.

Within the houndaries mentioned there are spproximate
1y 780 acres of land. The estimated population is 50,000 per-
soms. (3) All of ward III and part of Ward V are included in
the area. The population density veries from 83,260 per square
mile in Ward III, which is seventy percent greater than the
nearest ward (Ward XXIII), to 27,769 per square mile in Ward V.
A heterrogeneous population consisting of Irish, Jews, Itelians,
Syriens, and Negroes live here. Thirty-six percent in Ward IILAnd
nineteen percent in Ward V are foreign born. (4)

(3). The Department of Research of the Chamber of Commerce
in 1926 reported a total population of 59,003 for Werds III and
V. The area below Chatham Street, the western bounday of Ward

111, and that above Herron Avenue, the eastern boundary of the
section, are considered in making the estimate.

(4). Department of Research, Cheamber of Commerce., Pittsburgh,
Pa, June, 1927,
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C. The Method and Plen of the Study

The investigation of original documentery information
end direct personal interviews were the means of securing the
necessary dats for this study. Histories of the city, city di-
rectories, social registers, land and title offices, 0ld news=-
papers, snd related studies were consulted., Interviews were had
with former end present residents of this section of the citye

The plan of the study is divided into four parts.

Part I deals with the origin of the Hill District; Part II with

the aree as a fine residential section; Pert III with the pro-

of succession in operation; end Part IV with the result of

this process, a deteriorated area.

=10~

Ii, THE ORIGIN OF Tis HILL DISTRICT

The origin of the Hill District is agssociated with
the early history of Pittsburgh., The building of the town be-
gan in 1764 after peace and permanency Were established by
means of strengthening Fort Pitt and msking peace with the Indi-
ans, Colonel John Campbell was then called to make & survey and
to lay out a plen of lots and streets in the area formed by the
confluence of the Allegheny and Monongehela Rivers. The boundar-
ies of these lots correspond to what are now Msrket Street, Water
Street, Ferry Street, and Second Avenue. (1) (See map on Page
13.) The homes built on these lots were merely for the accommo-
dation of traders and their customers. They did not serve to
form a nucleus for a permenent settlement. At this time, how-
ever, pioneers were forging their way westward to Kentuckye
Since Pittsburgh was a point of embarkation, the emigrants from
the east stopped here. Delays becsuse of low water stege and
the necessity of building boats for transportation increased the
trade and activity of the town. (2) In 1772 it had the aspect
of & town and was the only one west of the Allegheny Mountains,
(3) The population numbered sbout three hundred. XNo school or

church was as yet organized. (4)

(1). Killikelly, Sarsh H. History of Pittsburgh., Albany,
¥, Y. J. B. Lyon Co, 1906, pe 74.

(2). Wilson, Erasmus. Standard History of Pittsburgh,
Chicago. H. R. Cornell and Company. 1898, p. 6l.

(3). Boucher, J. N, A Century end a Half of Pittsburgh and
Her People. Pittsburgh. ZLewis Publishing Co. 1908, pe B86.

(4). Wilson, Erasmus. Stendard History of Pittsburgh.
Chicego, H. R. Cornell end Company. -1898, D. 62,
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In 1783 the proprietaries, John Penn, Jr., =nd John
Penn, decided to sell their land within the Manor of Pittsburgh.
In order to facilitate the sa they hired Geo Woods to sur-
vey and lay out regular lots in that part of the Mano: which lay
beivie he (56) The survey known as the "Wood's
Plan® 18 Mme in tw arts., One wes completed in Mey, 1784,
consisted of 4 d extended from the union of the two
rivers to G 2t on the Momno - River across to the
P nt Bleventh Street on the Allegheny River. (S8ee map on
Page 13.) The other part was completed in June, 1784, and con-
sisted of four farms and forty outlots. It included the terri-
tory from Grant Street to about the present Frazier Street in
Ozkland along the Monongahela River; from the present Eleventh
Street to sbout Thirty-third Street in Lewrenceville along the
Allegheny River; and the area between both rivers about as far
out as present Neville Street in Oakland, (See map on Page 14.)
(6) As indicated on the map, the present Hill District a

ber 3 which consisted of 274 acres and was

ovned by A. C. Reed. This was first subdivided for a preten-
tious homestead for General Tannehill after the close of the

Revolutionary War. He owned 200 acres of the 274 acre farm.(7)

(5). Ibid.

(6). The boundaries for the second part, as seen on the map
D 14 correspond to the boundaries found on a mep of 1852
found in the Bureau of Surveys in the City-County Building,

(7). Survey by A. Tennehill and Sam Jones, attorneys for A,C.
geedg 1797. Found in Record of Original Plan of City of Pitis-
urgh. Vol, 4, Bureau of Surveys, City-County Buildi z
Pittsburgh, Pa. s 2 e
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His holdings are described as follows:

".eelr, Tannehill...now enjoys the evening of life in the
shade of the finest fruit trees of this climate of its own
planting...What adds to the beauty.,.is a handsome grove of about
200 acres of young black oaks, morthward to his dwelling through
the middle of which runs a long frame bowery..." 8)

tThe population of the city grew rapidliy as shown in

the following table: (§)

TABLE I
POPULATION OF PITTSEURGH, 1800 - 1900 #

Yeer |1800|1810|1820 | 1830 | 1840 | 1850 | 1860| 1870 | 1880 1890 1660
Popu-
a- 1565 (4768|7248 [12568 |21115 |46601 [49221 (86076 |156389 |238617| 321616
tion

(9) ¥hipple, G, C. Vital Stetistics, New York. John Wiley & Sons.

#

it

1923, p. 17iC.

Allegheny is not included.

The increase of population csused people to move to other sec-
tions of the city, one of these sections being the present Hill
district. The establishment of factories ard places of business
in. the downtown section wes slso responsible for the chznge in
regidence. The first evailsble directory of Pittsburgh for 1815
gives the nemes of thirteen persons who resided on Graut's Hill.
Almost 211 of the other inhabitants lived in the present down-
town section below Grant Street and between the two rivers.

There were also listed 35 manufactories at this time. The next

(8). Miller, Mrs. Annie Clark. Chronicles of Families,
Houses and Estates of Pittsburgh and Its Environs, Pittsburgh,
Pa. 1927, p, 26.
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business directory of Pittsburgh for 1837 lists 193 business
establishments, The next general city directory for 1839 gives
413 persons living on Grant's Hill, Industry continued to in-
crease. In 1854 there sre listed 308 manufactories in Pittsburgh
and vicinity., (10) In 1852 the residents on the Hill totalled
1289, (11) The increase in the population at this time was due

in » great me re to the great fire of 1845. One-third of the

extent and one-half of the velue of the city was laid in ruins.
Fifty-six acres of ccmpact houses were burned and 6000 people
were rendered homeless and dependent on charity. (12) In order
to rebuild the town many workers were ettrzcted to the city by
newspaper advertisements. One notice read:
®"Mechanics wanted--Laborers, bricklsyers, carpenters,

plasterers, etc. Can now find immediate employment in this
city in large numbers." (13)

The steady demend for more living quarters in the Hill
District csused many subdivizions of the original farms ard out-
lete to be mede, These begen in 1797 and continued to 1869. (14)
The maps of 1830 and 1860 on pages 13 and 14 respectively show

the changes that took place in the subdividing process, More

thoroughfares a ared and the subdivisions became smaller. The

city elso had to make arrang

ients to supply pure water for the

(10). Pittsburgh Business Directory 1864-55, pp. 64-88.
(11). Pittsburgh Directory, 1852,

(12). Pittsburgh Daily Gazette and Advertiser, April 2z,
1845,

(13). Ipid. April 14, 1845.

(14). Some of the subdivisions accordi to date, owners,
end boundaries are given in the Record of Original Plans of
ttsburgh, Vol, 4. Bureau of Surveys. City-County Building.
Pittsburgh.

rapidly increasing population on the Hill, On August 8, 1838,

the Watering Committee of the city suthori-ed to purchase

O'Hera's tract at Elm and Prospect Streets for $25,000.00 and
the Adem's tract on Quarry Street for $2500.00, (15)
The first aveilable city directory listing the churches
and schools in the Hill District is that of 1852, fThere were
six churches end two schools listed:
CHURCHES
1. Second Welsgh Baptist ......... .+s.Chatham Street
2. Asbury Chapel--Methodist Bpiscopal.Townsend Street

3. PresbyteriN..eceesssessaasessasssTownoend and Franklin
Streets

4, Second Presbyteri@N.ceeseecsss..ec.washington Street

5, African Bethel--Methodist Episcopsl.Wylie Avenue and
Elm Street

6. African Methodist Episcopele......arthur Street

SCHOOLS
1, Sixth Ward S5chool.....ccceeeenese .Franklin Street
2. Seventh Ward 5cho0lseecesecss «s+soDuncan and Green Streets

The origin and the development of the Hill District is,
therefore, due to the succession or displacement of ihe original
dovntown recidents beceuse of the expsnsion of business and in-

dustry.

(15). Wilson, Erasmus, Standard History of Pittsburgh,
Chicego. H. R, Cornell and Company. 1898, p. 712,




III. THE HILL DISTRICT: A FINE RESIDENTIAL SECTION

We have seen how the growth of business and industiy
and the iner ing population of the city in its early history
caused people to move into the Hill section, The necessity of
living near their work was mount The factors which entered
into determining this proximity to business and industry were
undoubtedly the time spent in going to &nd returning from work,
the absence of other means of trevel, except by horse, and the

wopping and commercial center, We can, there-
fore, understand why in 1839 th were 336 out of 413 persons
who res d in the lower part of the "Hill" between Grant and
Fullerton Streets. The remaining 67 persones lived farther out
above Fullerton Street to Minersville. Many of these were coal
miners. It is significant, howcver, that 61 merchants and 17
professional people, 51 of whom lived below Fullerton Street,
teblished residerces in this newly developing section. (1)

More of the same type of people moved into the dis-
trict later. In 1852 therc were 126 such e rsons, as follows:

merchants.
Attorneys., I4
Physic Aldermens oo
Manufacturers.....8 Bankeriseessae
Frofessors and

Teachers.sscsss 8 Bditorieeie seese
Engine builders...? Coroners,..

These people were not segregated in any particular place but

were distributed over the entire area as it existed at that time.

(See map on pege 19.) Proportionately a greater number lived on

Center and Wylie Avenues. The other thoroughfares on which they

GLYS

Pittsburgh end Allegheny Directory, 1839,

d 20 XLID

HOUNESIL:
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resided were: Bedford, Chatham, Clark, Cliff, Colwell, Congress,
Crawford, Decatur (Hazel), Blm, Enoch, Federal (Fernando), Frank-

lin (Epipheny), Fulton (Fullerton), Fourth (upper Center Avenue),

Gum (Menille), Logen, Robert, Townsend, Tunnel, Washington, and

Webster. (2)

e

By 1887 more of the seme kind of “select" persons moved

% into the district, They took up their residence farther up on

o

i the "Hill," Much of the section, it must be remembered, was still

g e 7 v s

country land and houses appeared at wide intervals. Former re-

sidents reported that the population was concentrated below the

present Devilliers Street and that the part above this street was

211 farm lznd on which hou were located sporadically. (3)

The number of persons of the "upper" economic level who
lived on 37 streets in tue undeveloped "Hill" district in 1887

totaled 322, The distribution according to professional status

¥ JHVHD

wes as follows:

%A

1. Bngineer.seeeecss?? 15, Bank President......
16. Company Official.
17. Chemist

19 = 0987 - HDUNESIIIS &0 XIID

000 10 & G O )

. 4. . 18. Artist .
: 5, Teacher...sssss0429 19, Judge. .
6, Manufacturer,..,.19 20, Dentist...
7. BditoTeseeecsessald 21. School Principal.

x| 8. Clergyman..
{ 9. Pharmacist,.
10. Music Teacher.
[ 11, MusiciaN.sa.
12, Bank Cashier
3. Contractor,
14, Real Estate

OperatoTesssesd Total. ..l 522

24, Congressman,
25, Coal Operatoresseecesl
26, Gentleman...

<

The follow)ng several illustrations give an idea of the concen-

(2)., Directory of Pittsburgh, 1852.

(3). Information obtained through interviews.




tration on certain streets:

1, CENTER AVENUE

PharmacistBessceese?

boctors,.

MerchantSa.

Manufacturers.. Clergymen,..oeeesasl
Engineers.sases Real Estate
Rditors.. Uperatoresesssessl
JudgeB.eses Congressman il

Total...... 56
2. WYLIE AVENUE

DOCtOrBeseasssneald

.
Merchants Dentists...e
vruggists Chemisteceanse

Engineers,eseessell

TeacherSeeses A oxe)

Merchents.... .
School Frincipel
Manufacturer.

AttOrneySeecsacss Contractoressas

Toteleseogs S8

4. CLIFF STREET (A comperstively short street.)
MerchantSeesssessed Bank President.....l
Attorneys.,. e Bank Ceshier, Lol
Engineers. . 2 TeacheTlesssssessonsl

anufacturer >
: Totalesasss 13

5. COLWSLL STREET (A comparatively shori street.)

Merchantse.sesessod
Engineers, é
EAitOTBeessscsssned
Totalesasss
6. CONGRESS STREET (A very short street,)
Engineers..ssesssed AtTOrneYesens
CashieTeess
Music Teachersess.l BAitoresssssssscesed
Totaleeeesss 12 (4)
tay. pirectory of pittsburgh, 1887-88,

A description of some of the houses shows the color
and type of persons who lived in them:

Jacob Ewert in 1840 erected his mansion on the old Seventh
Street Rocd (Center Avenue). It was on a farm which consisted
of 70 acres. This house lster became the Montefiore Hospital, (5)

“ Throughout the pericd of the Civil War and some twenty years
sfter, the old house at 1835 Center Avenue, now the property of
the Irene Kaufmann Settlement, was the scene of activity end
wide and gracious hospitality. It was vine covered and set back
from the street in a shedy yerd.” (6) General Moorehead who lived
here wes sctive in politics, business, and philanthropy. He was
President of the Monongeshela Navigation Company, 2 Trustee of the
Western University (now the University of Pittsburgh), President
of the Chamber of Commerce, and a member of Congress for five
terms, Among the distinguished visitors to his home were Presi-
dent James A, Garfield, President William McKinley, and probably
Abrahem Lincoln, Other reported visitors during 1870-80 were
Horace Greeley, General Grant, General Meade, and the Vice-Fresi-
dent of the United States, Colfax. One resident, Mr, Archibald
Mackrell, in an interview, recalled the line of persons who formed
along Center Avenue waiting to be received by these distinguished
guests.

The home of Jemes P, Tanner at 1620 Cliff Street, now the
Rosalia Foundling Asylum, was spaciously built. The writer on a
visit there noted the large oms with stained glass windows,
the excellently carved woodwork, the special ventilating system,
the large piece of ivory imbedded in the wood of the balustrade.
These, according to the person interviewed, asppear as in their
original state,

Further evidence of the fine residential character of
the district was gained from the review of early social director-

ies. The first edition of The Biue Book--Pittsburgh snd Alle-

gheny Social Directory, published in 1887, listed only the names
of the socially prominent. In this volume there appeared the
nazmes of 114 persons who resided in this district. They were dis-
trivuted as follows: Center Avenue 50, Wylie Avenue 18, Webster
Avenue 14, ClLiff Street 8, Bedford Avenue 4, Herron Avenue 3,

(5). Miller, Annie Clark, Chronicles of Families and Estates
of Fittsburgh and Its Environs, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1927, p. 119,

_‘(6). Vermorchen, E. K, The Hill District 70 Years Ago.
Fittsburgh School Bulletin, December, 1928, 429,




Fulton Street 3, Vine, Washington, and Congess Streets 2 each,
and Clark, Robert, Federsl, Reed, Logan; Chathem, Colwell, and
Granville Streets 1 each. (7)

In the first aveilable Social Register of 1904, which
contains a "record of the full names end sddresses of members of
prominent families," ther peared the follo names: (&)

1, Mr. snd Mrs, Andrew W. Hexron, Center Avenue rear Herron
Avenue,

2. Dr. and Mrs. J. Guy McCandless, 1520 Center Avenue.
3. Miss Eleancr Metcalf, 1 Fulton Street.
\he Socigl Mirror of 1888 enrolled the following

prominent women of the city in "society:"

Misses Montooth of 97 Center Avenue...are...cultured
ely {,-opul::r among their frien They entertain in &
(9)

. widow of A. W. Rook, one of the proprietor
pa oo k8 ed for being as liberal in her charitie
> ip unostentatious in their bestowment....Mrs. Rook is worth
er of 2 million," (10

Mrs. Williem Metealf's "...handsome kome is on Fulton
Street." (11

Tthere was & paucity of society news in the newspapers
of this jod, The reports were often incomplete and contained

omiseions slso. In spite of these inadequacies, however, there

were found oce onal news items which describea the social scti-

vities of the people living in this neighborhood:
A T e

(7). Haven, ¥. B, (¥rs,)., Pittsburgh and Allegheny Blue

Book, OClevelund, Ohio, 188%.

(8). Socisl Register, Pittsburgh, Vol, AVIII, 8, 1504,

(¢). T¥evin, Adelaide Mellier. The Socizl Mirror. T. W, Nevin,
Pittsburgh, , 1888, p. 1
(20).  Ibia, ps 159,

(11). Ibid, p. 166.

"A brilliant wedding off at St. Peter's Episcopal
Church, Grant Street,

WAfter the ceremony at the church had been concluded, the
newly merried couple ] ception at the residence of the
bride's brother-in-la re W em A. Gray, 294 Center Avenue.
There a brilliant p 3 g ed at 9 o'clock embracing the
relatives of the vedded couple and a large number of friends,
There was a fine display ¢f asddress upon the occasion
clock had struck the hour three on Thursday morning W
company dispersed." (12)

Grand Wedding Among Le Bon Ton Full Descrip-
tion of Entertainment, i and Guests
..oFor the two months bes nde have been on the gqui
vive in anticipation of a X iant wedding soon to occur in
their exclusive coterie, ] tions rife beceme visionary
reality s 1 e weeks 3 en those bidden to the marriage
received noti ion afte 3 ny manner:
Mecees o (13)

ence

The Marriage Reception of their Daughter
Virginia
ta
Patrick He W..., J7T,
Wednesday Evening, January Fifth
¥rom 9 to 12 o'clock
..«Center Avenue
1870
Responsive to this polite invitation, the wealth,
nd bezuty of the elite of the two cities gathered on
Wednesday evening in the large, fine, old ma on of the parents
of the bride, where sfter the marriage ceremony was consummated

by Rev. W, F. Noble, of the Third Presbyterisn Church, the

bri perty and family received the happy congratulations of
the 300 guests,

(12). The Pittsburgh Leader, Januery 2, 1870,

(12). Miller, Alex, H., 164 Center Avenue.

¥ Pittsburgh &
AlleghenysDirectory, 1870-71,




% ese)l aditors asionally expressed their resp
*...Dancing then inaugurated...by an orchestre of eight Several editors occasionslly expressed thelr respect

instruments." {(14)

for the good residentizl chearacter of some of the streets of

this neighborhood. Some of their recorded statements are:
auffkvl'.buflbi. \rizi;;'; 0 L;f o G Y0ld Federzl Street now Fernando Street was esteemed one
S el of the fine residential streets of old Pittsburgh...{20) On
this side of Wylie Ay e beginning with#67 was a row of brick
dwellings and of residents of this row five became mayors--

D, ¥, Brush, #1799, nes Blackmore, 167, William McCallin, Henry
1. Gowlen, and Willi s, Jr. (21)...Franklin Street was

a residentisl stree together. «Colwell Street wae a
pleasant residence street. (23) .. inning at Clzrk Street
shortly above Elm, Colwell Street was the home of many notable
Pittsburghers. (24) .There were many nice residences on Elm
Street and mas prominent people their homes there., (25)...
Once upor a time it (Seventh Ward) could boast of the best fam-
ilies of Pittsburgh." (26)

forgen of

The conclusion that the Hill District was a residential

not very nu

B £ section for the elite and
evidence of

ially prominent people for slmost

The costume

ell of the nineteenth century is warranted, We mey assume that

there were such people residing on the "Hill" before they were

rkhill--Mulhier

Dunlap, ]

4, 5, by
esidence et, Alexander
hiern, &ll of Pittsburgh."(17)

mentioned in the first listing of the directory of 1839, It is

6%, Louis also most likely that some of the seme types of persons lived

visit-

here after 1886, the latest record found. (See footnote (19),
2 select luncheon party this week at p. 26.) Every social directory at this time contained many

Avenue, Among those were Mrs, . % 4
18] [y nemes of the socially prominent, The several city directories

consulted gave the names of persons of the highest economic

Pittsburgh Leader anuary 16 370 P

Pittgburgh Leader, January 16, 1870, level. The descriptions of the elaborate socizl activities and
5 id, Merch 6 e i

(25).. iEbid, reh 6, 1E70, the oxpressions by contemporary newspapermen nrove the excellence

{16). 1Ibid, April 20, 187 of the residential cheracter of this section of the city.

"The 0ld Sixth Ward, Gazette Times,
period 1840-70.

)
(17). Ibid, May 18, 1885,
(18), Pittsbuigh Commercisl Gazette, October 16, 1886,

(19). Ibid, November 6, 1886,
September 7, 1924,

%zs . Ibid, October 19, 1924,

26). Phelps, Hartley M, "The S. 9 3
novgmg-\r 9 5 L The Seventh Werd." Gazette Time
several t}mésgggoth T{:‘gu}:ggdgflgiég?)mu DistricT were o angg
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IV. THE PROCESS OF SUCCESSION
N

‘ 5 Sk
t succession takes place

We observed earlier t

through displacement of one population type by another
through the process of invasion and evacuation, This change
it was pointed out continues to progress in cyelic fashion.

ras observed in the displacement of

present downtown section by busi-

(See pege 15.) Forced to seek other

e area on the "Hill."

"select" people made this

I

14 at

district their residence

True to the dynamic cha

ter of succession, this excecllent residential district was in

time gradual fo

tionsl or marginsl area.
It is such an aree at the present time, It is the object of
this chapter te explein this transformetion.

The regression of this are

proceeded in & definite

esiorsand evacuations. The first inhabitants were

splaced by the Jews. The latter group was

nother

, the Italians, who in turn were forced to

the Negroes, A displacement is never absolute as
there is always a residium of each group left. FPeople for cne
reason or another are compelled to remain in the evacuated dis-

trict long after numbers of their own group have moved

Ve

invading s Tinelly reached a stage cf dominance
end is able temporearily at least to withstand the influx of

other groups, then a displacement is said to have tsken place,

=RE~

itents of Pittsburgh were predominantly

The early in
Scoteh-Irish and Ivish. (1) The first settlers on “Grant's Hill"
appear to be Irish Jjudging from their names. The first 13 resi-

the Hill District were Rev. John Black, John Foulk,

denis of

John Hicks, Andrew Higgins, Mrs, Humbert, Michael McFall, Andrew

McMillen, Sareh Morrison, James Neymen, Peter Neyman, Richard

Reed, Jacob Somers, and Jacob Stewarf. (2) H. M, Phelps, an ed-

itor, in writing sbout the Fifth Ward (Iow Ward 3) stated the

following:

.seem to have been the originsl settlers
" (S)

ted in the seme article that the Hebrews

he stated that there were only

e real invasion of the

took place in the decade 1870-1880, Tley came mainly from

Russia to They cettled neer the rail-

road station and nesr to s of work., The main settle-

ment was within the territory bounded by Sixth Avenue, Webster
Avenue, Tunnel Street, and ¥ifth Avenue. Graduslly they moved
up farther on the Hill and by 1885-189C they were living on
Chatham, Fernando, Washington, Logan, Clerk, Colwell, Frenklin
Streets, and Center Avenue, (§)

(1). Statement found in a letter written by Solomon Steiner
to & cousin in Frederickstown, XNd,, July 12, 1822, (Files Potter

Title and ust Company.
2). Pittsb 1 Directory, 1€15,

M, tormy Fifth, The Pittsburgh Leader,

r8 migrated earlier than this date, yet
few if any settled in 1l District. The early Jews came be-
tween 1838 and 1844 from Germany and settled in the present
downtown are »;:.%ccially on Penn Avenue near 13th Street, Lib-
erty fvenue an Third Avenue,
(6). Obigined in 1nterviews v

came to Pittsburgh in 1877-1878.

th two early immigrant Jews who




The establishme

of eleven separate synagogues in the

Hill District by 1910 is very significent, for it signifies the

definite f a community sin the synagogue has

lways played in the commu

Jews., Four of w0 on

on Fullerton Str

"1y churches and

tongue

thig district to be-

The first lin

)
o
2
'
=

, Penn and

:, moved to Best Liberty and its vicinity

gave a picture of the chan

The Hebrews tre rmed > Avenue into a sort of Bm'
g in -rt.):uc confusion all over dooxv
+Groups of ..+8quatting around on trunks and

clothinge.. ) They formed a ghetto around Franklin,
, and Fulton Streets, It was the sa as the East Side of
York City trens 'l\.J ;._—1_ Divers shops stores disp.

n the sidewalks." (10)

obtained from tracing the churches and
from the earlisst available directores

Pittsburgh and
tsburgli, Pa.
ormy Fifth. ' The rlLLsouruh J.mBL\LI'

. Stevenson,
r of Commerce,
. Phelps, H,

er 5, 1905,

¥, "Seventh Werd" The Gezette Times,

(10). Phel

Mr, Prentergast, another newspapermen, added the fol-

lowing

the streets, Logan Street:

t2..,15 Or 18 years

i !.‘Lt‘” the shops
in push cartsess
cart chocked full

@

ci‘ plumbing £itt

The Italisns begen to arrive in the city in 1870, but

they did not come in lerge numbers into the district until 1900,

The following teble shows the Itelien populations by decades. (12)

VEAR

1870 74
880 267
1890 1,899
1900 5,709
1910 14,120
1920 15,371

Half a Century of Itelian
x‘ Allegheny Count;, Master's
1928, p.

(1 )A Migliore, Rev.
ation into Pittsbu

The Italian colony in 1890 lived in the downtown sec-
tion in the four blocks now bounded by Sixth Avenue, Smithfield
Street, Fifth Avenue, and Grant Street, As more came leter and
as business expanded in the downtown section, some settled in
the Hill District in and about Webster Avenue and Washington

Street, while others moved to Bast Liberty. (13)

(11). Prentergast, E, Our Gey Village--Logan Street. The
Pittsburgh Gazette Times, May 8, 1927,

(13). Migliore, Rev. Salvatore. Half A Century of Italian
Immigation into Pittsburgh and Alleghe Count; Master's
hesis, University of Pittsburgh, 1928, p. .
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the Italians who invaded the Hill District caused an
exodus of the Jews who lived on the lower part of the Hill, The
newly srrived immigrants from Italy with their low standards of
living were eventually sble to supplant large numbers of Jews.
Phelps described the poor conditions in the Italien section as
follovis:

r Avenue
unkempt s‘,:nd

nd fash’n*ton Street throngs of greasy,
in front of crazy J.lttl y grocery
stores, Jjabbering or while slovenly wo h filthy
youngsters sit on the LLLS or parade up znd down the stireets,
strewn with old ve ‘uu(blhu, filthy v er and rubbish of all
kinds."

Of course, we should remember that many of the Jews by this time

were American born, As they were able to raise their standard

of living by increased meens, they moved out of the district.
The invasion of the Negroes begen above the Italian

section and continued ferther up on the Hill, graduslly forecing
P ) € & g

the Jews to move Tariher out on Herron Hill or to other sections

of the city., In 1890-1900 the Negroes came in numbers from the

south and were hired as chenp labor in the steel mills. The

the p

follow

sle sh roes of Pittsburgh

by decades: (15)

(14) Phelps, H. M, "Stormy Fifth% The Pittsburgh Leader,
November, &, 1900.

(1F
\

from U, 8. Census Bureau rerort

=30

TABIE III
NEGRO POPULATION IN PITTSBURGH

1850 to 1920

YEAR NUMEER

1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920

Source: U, S. Census Burezu Reports.

The Neg ent the lowest economic and cultur-

rsonzl dissstisfaction on the

@

sl growth in the daistrict. The p
pert of the white people zs well as the low stendards of living
of the Negroes served to mske the Hill District the home of most

legroes of Allegheny County. Phelps continued:

pow giving w in some degree at least,
to the colored people o set up a hash fouxdry...Streeus pre-
sent bizzarre spectacles at night...cpen lunch counters...where
...bums and cthers sit in slouchy fashion, eating ‘shori orders”
at 3 cents a plate..." (16

"The Hebrews are

With the development of electric cer service the exo-

(17) Some people

dus of the supplanted groug
therefore, moved to the boroughs and other residentiel districts
of the city., One man, who was interviewed, reported that the

railroads at this time made stops at the newly developing "hamletd

(16). Phelps, H, M, "Stormy Fifth} The Pittsburgh Leader,
November 5, 1905,

(17). The electric service was begun in 1890
Stevenson, W.H, Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Spirit

« Chamber

of Commerce, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1927-28, p, 195,




33~ -

--8cho, Glenwood, Haze

cod, Shadyside, and Wilkinsburg.
Woaves of migrati on northward of Negroes between 1900
and 1910 and especially immediately after the war rapidly trans-

formed certein parts of the Hill into a "Black Belt. The

Negro population in Ward 3 for 1900, 1910 and 1920 respectively

wes 211, 6,146, and 10,383, (18) We find that the Kingsley House

with 1893 beceme in

served a white population be,

Community House, nent House for Negroes

six years ago of the downtown areas ext
as Herron Avenue and constituting the Pittsburgh of
ather's time, showed that in the preceeding twenty

13 the vhite Protes ant churches hed dis-

-th
, 33 having g 16 maining I areca is the
J i i nt church

11 District
T At M (20)

The churches in

”rccl\.......

Hach evacution left behind it & more socizlly disor-

gonized community. Evidences of this disor anization was seen

after the successive evacuatio

1 Negroes. A detailed description of the pre 1t social mal-

gdjustment resulting from the process of 20 ion is

the folleowing chapter.
~T18). Obtained from U,S, Census Buresu reports for 1900-1920.
(19). The Kingsley Record, Vol, XXI, lNo, 1, September, 1919,

(‘.;(1). Church Survey of Allegheny County, Fa, The Comity Com—
migsion, Pittsburgh Council of Churches. liey, 1829.

HILL DISTRICT TODAY

The Hill District at present stands out in distinct

contrast to the period when it 2 very good residential sec=-

tion, Where once people of wealth, education, and sociel stand-

ing lived, there are now found people of the lowest economic

cultural strata snd standards, It is considered to be one of

the most deteriorated areas in city. The present Hill Dis-

trict represents the cumuleative results all the previous in-
vesions and the consequent changes that heve teken places

This district typifies,

pointed out before, what
the sociologists call a "marginzi" or Wtrangitional® area,

Here are found an excessive amount of overcrowdin

poverty,

much mobility, a infant mortality and morbi-

dity incidence, a high fre

cy of juvenile delinguency and
crime, vice in the form of houses of prostitution, speakeasies,
bootlegging, end gambling and dope dens, many pool rooms, end
pawn shops, Besides these verious indices of social disorgani-
zation we find the characteristic segregations of social znd
cultursl groups; the Ghetto, "Little Itely," the "Black Belt,"

“lLittle Syria," and "Athens." Let us consider each index se-




city is in the Hill
part of this district
3,261

persons per square mile. 3 wa I cent greater than the
In portions of Ward 3

rsons per net

stores compactly built. Front yards
are rere and back y are small, good many of the homes
which were formerly one family residences now have three and
even four families in them, Professor Elmer in referring to
inted out: (3

"With very 1i 2 Te lding old tenemer e become
1 hes inore G

resulting from no additional buildings c

fhat We Know of the

x'ch, 028, pe 4.

~36=.

two city blocks in the Hill District
(Overhill Street to Robert Street between Center Avenue and
Clark Streets, and Robert Streeu to Miller Street between Cen-
ter Avenue and Claerk Strect) in 1914, it was found that a total
of 1080 persons and 286 families lived therein, There were in-

luded 817 Jews, ° non-Jews; 300 of both groups were children

minimum

lies or 1050 individuals

were included., The aversge number of persons per family was 5.6
and occupied & BV € f 4 rooms, The overcrowding wes great-
Yegro families v h averesged 2,67 rooms for an average

02 members, The Jewish familie th an averesge of 6,28

4,52

nstances overcrowding was much greater than
At 74 Crawford Street seven people
At 45 Arthur St 5 sTebe ved in

four room frame house, (8) At 40 Robert Street a three room

frame building was occupied by a family of 7, (5)

Re%. _Anna, "Jewish Immigrents of Two City Blocks
Pittsburgh Survey, 1514, p. 42
, "No room in eny tenement house or other
ng house H)vall be used for living purposes unless it con-
at least 400 cubic feet of air for every person more than
tv.elve yeers old and 200 cubic feet of air for every person of
twelve years and under, (S"N:on 13€). BExample: Room--8 feet
from floor to ceiling x 7 x 7 1/8 = 400 cubic feet." (Pittsburgh
hoLu-n"- A..-ssmetmn ..«mphlet, What the Iaw Requires, January 2,

6 Aspects of Housing. M. A, Thesis,
University of Pittsburgh, Pitisburgh, FPa,, 1927, p. 74.

%7‘. Ibid, p. 119,

8). Yarbrough, D.S., Ecucational Stat Ve
" 4 £ 5 2 nal atus of Negro Publie
School Children as Reflectiiy Mconomic end Social Problems.

aster's Thesis S
1t MK‘E,- }‘121 lo, University of pittsburgh, 1926, p. 6.
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B, Poverty

ot be obtained, It is

disorge today could

number of the ceas of the social

general

cy and pov-

end for the

1 District were con-

1,661 or 2

58P
58,8

5.87 own

90 or 67.1 per cent and 118,

in which they liv

made on the bss

e

a whole,.

32.9 per ci

B

homes they occupy in the Hill District

toow

This com-
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C. Bad Housing

are bad housing con-

&

Closely related to overcrowdin

h

been studied by many

ractically all of the

bulging floor
af yards fro
for human wastes
burnir

rn and manure
en down fire
(11)

between Robert and Arthur Streets,..
s will be found to be in revolting
ion of this neighbo
se one to wo
demic (1907).

t still containg hundreds of closete,
8till exist in the row along "Cocaine
erton and Crawford Street." (13

Some o

of this condition is giv in the fol-

Ca, loc, cite, pe 7

(18). Ibid, p,

TABLE VI

Closets in Reletion to Their Use in the Hill District: 1927

Them

Yumber of Closets ¥umber of Persons Usin

67

25

12

10 &(
8 €
3 21
3 25
3 22
1

Source: Wright, V. C. Social Aspects of Housing M. A,
81 University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1927, p.125.

gue of Pittsburgh

An invest

at

'n by the Urban Le

ved the following statis-

of 44 houses occupied by ¥
ties. (14)

house eX-

Total number of peop
Total number of
cluding kitchen,.
3. Average numper of p
t per month

ey closets
vaultS.eae
furnaces...

The Pittsburgh ociation which was organ-
ized ir tes conditions and seeks to abate

the legal An investigetion of 248 single, double,

(14). Yarbrough, D,S o Publie
School Children ag Reflecting XEeonomic a coplems,
Mzster's Thes University of Pittsburgh, 1926, Pe 8,




violations are: {5)
building re xt door,

unsafe;
ation.

oset (house); only
t aspartment used

Y Z'o\lfs('
supply);

rain pipe defective d no se
one sink; trap disconnected
filth in house.

- vacant and open; fecal matter in house;
broken,

r Avenu

D. Mobility of Population

There is much inter-community znd intre-community mov-
ing in the Hill District. This fact is well substantiated by
e of address cards in the Uptown
Post Office for the period January to July, 1929, These cards
are filled out for every change of address,
carriers can forward or distribute mail properly. Each card
indicated the immediate chenge and the previous che
dress, The latter were not filled out in many cases,
For the period January to July, 1929, out of & total
1194 were intra-community movements
and 827 were inter-community ch Of the latter 99 moved
into the district and 798 moved out
moving into this
ently indicative
residential quarter.
better
ve been leavi
The biennial census

Professor Abrams of the Hebrew Institu

Reported by Prof. Isrsel Abrams, P zipa Hebrew
Pittsburgh, Pa.




Mortality end Morbidity

mortality rates for

their first year of

School
1t mortality rates for 1928

demonstrate the exeessive rate for the Hill District:(l8

TABLE VIII

Infant Mortality Rates for Pittsburgh and Hill Distric

Rete Per Thousand

incipal, Hebrew Institute. 1928 1829

in this a »robably City of Pittsburgh 78.7
Ward 3 84,0

Ward 5 86.6

rom 11,000 pupils in 1917 to 8,423 e : e .
Source: Division of Vital Statistics, Department of Heelth,
in 1928, The rollment Study of the Public Pittsburgh, FPa.
licates t 1 uilies from chis division is g
Yy veacan 1 most
build The dis ance of two schools, the Hancoeck end ' = A i 5
for the differences in the number of cases, A comparison with
the Moorehes v ndeds After an investigation con- s 3 ici
the Squirrel Hill Dis here there is sufficient space and
cerning the proposed building of a new school of 2,000 capacity A i i i
little poverty is es 2 ignifi in this connection.
in the Board of Education Survey of 1927, it recommended

tep is inadvisable,
(28). or the ke of comparison Wards 3 and 5 are used,

. (17). Wooldridge, L ent_Study, Fittsburgh Public
Schools, Fit 1929
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the Hill and Squirrel Hill

Ligease

Scuirrel Hill
Werd

W

The number of cases for the above three wards for deaths

0 pudmonary for 1828 and 1929 showed t the
1 Di ct rar r hi hat}

Flace
Ward 3 - Hill 15} 56 25
Werd © - Hill 58 L 50 26
Ward 14- Squirrel Hill 19 10 2 6
Source tigtics, Depn of

F, High Frequency of Juvenile Delinquency and Crime

1, Juvenile Delinquency

Dr, Bttinger in his study of juvenile delinguency in

Pittsburgh for 1910 fou h concentration in the Hill Dis-

trict. This is e ielly significant in that the rates for the

ined on the basis

whole city were deter

pumber of people, (19) On the following

947 ju who had official

hearings the judge of the Juvenile Court in 1928, shows

a large concentration in

11 District, especially in Ward

3. (20) It appears t} concentration is in this

section, Other co

ntrations are found on the south side in

17, the Strip in Ward 2, and the North Side in

and 235, All of areas are located in transi-

tionzl zones just outside the business and commerciel zrees,

Constellations appear Homewood, and Woods Run.
2, Crime
One-third of the homicides committed in the City of

1 District, DNineteen out of 53

her illustretiocns of the part

in this district are

Some gre:

in an Urban Community

t s
« D. Thesis, University of

tics were not aveilable accord-
r trects for Y p we cemnot drew very many
definite conclusions this However, the tendencies that
existed seem to persist almost two decades later,

(21). Obtained from Homicide Division
City of :

Police Department,

tisburgh,
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,000 Rot
9 Whites Held."

ry Lzid to Negrues, Found Inside Job,
sburgh Cour May 5, 1930.

"Expectant Mother Confesses - Common-Law Wife - Kills
Mate." Fittsburgh Courier, Merch 3, 1930.

agette, January 1, 1930.

“Two Holdups Are Reported."

d by 5 Men.," Sun-Telegraph, July

Killing

27,

"Children Sce
Jenuary 2, 1926,

er 21, 1925.
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THE HILL DISTRICT
OF
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STILLS - 1929.
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lice, Peter Pau sh, and his six
: police

bombshell 200 Cases o cey Seized in and Hus:." January

i 0. 19
t he was drunk ar 20, 19

istrict.s <

2 “Police Ca

Building., Ce
b
55.00.
obtained Forty cembling places were reported in confidence for
1929 by separate individuals. Practically all of these are lo-
cated in the lower part of the Hill on Wylie, Center and Fifth
Avenues. Many of these places operste as restaurants, small
stores and pool rooms, It is generally known that they are pro-
tected by the police, (8ee Chart 8.)
Lotteries are cmmon, "Numbers" a lottery based on
Bratairfosc . clearing house figues, are played by thousands of persons every

fo day, yet no effort is mede to stop them, Even school children
play them. The Children's Service Bureau received many om-
plaints from people regarding this matter in reference o the

children of the Rose and Franklin Schools. {25)

5. Dope Use

This type of vice occurs with the others described.
Because of the great secrecy surrounding its sale and use, it
was difficult to get complete information, However, five were
reported in confidence by several individuals, These apg
on Chart 7,

Attention is called occasionally to the use of dope
by the newspapers. The follov were found in the files of

ldman.

Files, Irene Kaufmenn Settlement.




the Irene Kaufmann Settlement:
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Kaufmann Settle:

H. Pool Rooms

rict has 26 pool rooms within its

per cent of tr

1 rooms mre found meny youths under 18

such places. They

e ces for s a*
in . It is nmot an unc to be
made in the p o in thie distriet., There were 60 such
in this areas in 1925, the t b 3t count, (27) These
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POOL ROOMS
1929.
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J. Racial Group Segregeations

The major ra :roup segregations are six in num-

2d by families in personal interviews

CHART 10

PAWN SHOPS

i
1
1
I

T
I
S
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find

"Little

cen Tunnell

along the low

Obteined as of Apr




CHART 10

PAWN SHOPS

60~

Segregations

The major racisl group segregations are six in num-

in personzl intervievs

r of Pemilies
T
B
Ite 7
S; 46
Gr 127

between Tunnell and

and "Little Poland" alo:

the lower part of




Fifth Avenue. "Little Syria" mixes itself with "Little Italy"

§ in the ssme bou We find "Athens" located in the area
2 HuE
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Syria" mixes itself with "Little Italy
We find "At 8" located in the area
n Tunnel ar ashington Streets. None of these racial

groups occupy these aress exclusively but they do predominate in
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Fifth Avenue, "Little Syria" mixes itself with "Little Italy"
in the seme boundaries. We find "Athens® located in the area
between Tunnel ang None of these racial

groups occupy these areass exclusively but they do predominate in

these cited according to numbers.
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VI,

In this study

ich took

tinis Hill District was Suc-
wes defincd es a term in 8 char

or use. The de-

ies of the Hill District as

plen of e study were stated.

he origin of the 1 Digtrict

ich was occupied by

still lower standards

to the deter

"marginal" or “tran

tional®

of social diso

zation ibed and the conclusions

reached

{A) It is the most overcrowded section of the city.

(B) There

degree of poverty.

(e) some

worst housing conditions are found here,

(D) There

a high rate of mobility,
(E) The infant mortality and cases of morbidity ere ex-

cessive, ¥

-G

(5) v
speekessies, bootl

(G) Twel e in

(6:9) ther e city are
cated here.

WI) e T of 1 groug lower
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